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IN THE TRIAL COURTS FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

In the Matter of: 

VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE 
GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS, 

First Judicial District. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

PRESIDING JUDGE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 20-09 RE: 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS 

Per Supreme Court Order No. 1957, Chief Justice Special Order No. 8204, an 

related Chief Justice Special Orders and Presiding Judges' orders, the following orders are issue 

with respect to grand jury proceedings in all grand jury locations1 in the First Judicial District: 

1. Witnesses, interpreters, prosecutors, grand jurors, and other required 
participants may participate by video conference, but the grand jury 
foreperson must be personally rresent in the room in the courthouse being 
used for grand jury proceedings. 

2. Witnesses and interpreters may appear by teleconference. 3 

3. The grand jury may meet in two or more courtrooms at a single grand jury 
location connected by videoconference or teleconference. 4 

4. If videoconference is being used a videoconference technician may be present 
while the grand jury is in session ifnecessary.5 

5, If videoconference is being used the prosecutor and grand jury foreperson 
2 o shall ensure that all grand jurors can see, hear, and communicate with the 
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1 Juneau, Ketchikan, and Sitka per Criminal Rule 6(b ). The Presiding Judge of a Judicial 
District has the authority to convene a grand jury in a different location if the court facilities at 
location designated in Criminal Rule 6(b) are inadequate for social distancing per Special Orde 
No. 8148. The undersigned is not exercising such authority herein. 
' Chief Justice Special Order No. 8204. 
3 Chief Justice Special Order No. 8148. 
' Chief Justice Special Order No. 8148. 
' Chief Justice Special Order No. 8148. 
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others participating by videoconference, and if a witness or interpreter are 
participating by teleconference, the prosecutor and grand jury foreperson shall 
ensure that all grand jurors and can hear and communicate with each witness 
and interpreter appearing by teleconference. 6 

6. The prosecutor shall require at the outset of each case presentation that all 
persons participating by videoconference state their location and verify that 
their participation cannot be overheard and shall require that each such person 
notify the foreperson immediately if any person can overhear their 
participation. And the prosecutor shall inform each witness and interpreter 
appearing by telephone of the same before the witness begins to testify.7 

7. All participants shall maintain the secrecy of grand jury proceedings as 
required by Criminal Rule 6(1). 8 

8. Persons attending a grand jury proceeding in person shall comply with all 
social distancing, face coverings, and other health requirements imposed by 
government health mandates, Chief Justice Special Orders, Presiding Judge 
orders and administrative bulletins.9 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated at Ketchikan, Alaska this 5th ay of November 2020. 

Distribution 
Chief Justice Joel Bolger 
Administrative Director Stacey Marz 

Trevor Stephens 
Presiding Judge - First Judicial District 

Court System General Counsel Nancy Meade 
Rules Attorney Stacey Steinberg 
ACA James Kwon, 
Rural Court Administrator Clayton Jones 
1 '1 District Clerks of Court, Judges, Magistrate Judges 
SBA, JBA, KBA 

' Chief Justice Special Orders No. 8202 and No. 8148. 
' Chief Justice Special Orders No. 8202 and No. 8148. 
' Chief Justice Special Orders No. 8202 and No. 8148. 
9 Chief Justice Special Order No. 8144. See, Chief Justice Special Order No. 8149, Chief Justic­
Special Order No. 8189, the Third Presiding Judges' Statewide COVID-19 Pandemi 
Administrative Order, and the Presiding Judges' Statewide Administrative COVID-1 
Precautions Order. 
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