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IN THE TRIAL COURTS FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

I N THE TTEROF 

gs in the Sitka court, 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~~--4---~~~~~~~) 

PRESIDING JUDGE ADMINIST RATIVE ORDER 21-12 
ESTRICTING IN-P ERSON ATTENDANCE IN THE SITKA COURTS 

On uly 13, 2021, PresidingJudge Administrative Order No. 21-11 

suspended in-person trials and grand jury proceedings in Sitka until July 21, 2021. 

As f July 14, 2021, Sitka's average case rate per 100,000 over 14 days 

increased t 52.8 and over 7 days increased to 87 .2 as reported by the Department 

In o der to address the local conditions in Sitka, restrictions on personal 

attendance at the Sitka courthouse are warranted.2 

IT I ORDERED: 

1. In all civil proceedings, attorneys, parties, witnesses, and other 

participants are required to appear by telephone or videoconference. 

2. In all criminal proceedings, attorneys, witnesses, and other 

participants are required to appear by telephone or videoconference. Defendants 

are also req · ed to appear by telephone o.r videoconferencing for all proceedings, 

1 See Special Or er of the Chief Justice No. 8259 dated April 6, 2021. 
2 See Special Or er of the Chief Justice No. 8280 dated June 7, 2021. 
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except sent ncings. Defendants may consent to appear by telephone or 

videoconfer nee for sentencings. 

3. In all juvenile delinquency proceedings, attorneys, witnesses, and other 

participants are required to appear by telephone or videoconference. Juveniles are 

also require to appear by telephone or videoconferencing for all proceedings, 

except disp sitions. Juveniles may consent to appear by telephone or 

videoconfe nee for sentencings. 

4. If a defendant or juvenile attends a sentencing or disposition in 

person, the persons who qualify as "victims" under Alaska statue and a reasonable 

number of amily and/ or other supporters may attend in person. 

5. Persons without access to video or telephone communication to 

attend a he ing may appear in person at the Sitka court and the Clerk of Court will 

provide the with a communication device. 

6. 

20, 2021. 

The decision to restrict in-person will be reviewed on or before July 

Dated at Sitka, Alaska on July 16, 2021. 

JudeP · 
Acting Presiding Judge 
First Judicial District 

Distribution: C 1ief Justice Daniel Winfree; Stacy Marz, Administrative Director; First DistJ:ict Judges; First 
District Magist ates; First District Clerks of Court; Lesa Robertson, Executive Administrator; James Kwon, 
ACA; Clayton ones, Rural Court Training Assistant; SBA; JBA; KBA. 
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