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You have been selected as jurors in this case. Before you take the juror's oath, I want to remind you how serious and important it is to be a member of a jury. Trial by jury is a fundamental right. In a jury trial, the case is decided by citizens who are selected fairly, who are not biased, and who will try their best to give a fair verdict based on the evidence.

In the juror's oath, you will swear or affirm that you will decide the case based solely on the evidence and will follow the law as I will instruct you. You will swear or affirm that you gave complete and correct answers during the jury selection process, that you are truly impartial, and that there is nothing else that I or the parties should know about your ability to be a juror.

If any of you do not feel you should take this oath or if any of you have additional information that I or the parties should know, please let me know now.  You will have an opportunity to give your information in private.
The oath will now be administered.

USE NOTE

This instruction will help jurors understand the importance of not withholding relevant information if called upon to do so during the jury selection process.

In Manrique v. State, 177 P.3d 1188 (Alaska App. 2008), the Alaska Court of Appeals remanded a case involving possible juror misconduct. The court held that misconduct occurs if a juror understands the relevance of information during the jury selection process and consciously withholds that information in the face of questions and admonitions that reasonably call for it. Id. at 1192. A mistrial can be ordered even though the juror would not have been removed for cause. Id. The court also set out the factors that should be considered in deciding whether a mistrial should be granted. Id. at 1192-93.

