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A non-expert witness may testify to his or her opinion if it is rationally based on the witness’s perceptions and helpful to a clear understanding of the testimony.

In determining the weight to be given to an opinion expressed by a non-expert witness, you should consider the witness’s credibility, the extent of the witness’s opportunity to perceive the matters upon which the opinion is based, and the reasons, if any, given for the witness’s opinion.  You are not required to accept a non-expert witness’s opinion but should give it the weight, if any, to which you find it entitled.

USE NOTE

If the court is giving both this instruction and Instruction 1.11 on expert witnesses, this instruction should follow the expert witness instruction.

See Alaska Evid. R. 701; CALJIC 2.81.

