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A fact may be proved by direct evidence, by circumstantial evidence, or by both.

Direct evidence is given when a witness testifies about an event that the witness personally saw or heard.

Circumstantial evidence is given when a witness did not personally see or hear an event but saw or heard something that, standing alone or taken together with other evidence, may lead a juror to conclude that the event occurred.

[ By way of example, if before you go to bed on a winter night, you look out your window and see it snowing and you reach out the window and feel it on your hand, you have personal knowledge that it is snowing.  This is direct evidence.



But, if when you go to sleep, the sky and the ground are clear and when you later awaken the ground is white and covered with snow, you can conclude that it snowed even though you did not see the snow fall.  This is circumstantial evidence. ]
Both types of evidence are admissible and may be considered by you.  Neither is necessarily entitled to any greater weight than the other.
USE NOTE

The court may delete the bracketed example.   

