81.430

MENTAL STATE– CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE
1.15

Revised 2012
Page 1 of 1


A person’s mental state may be shown by circumstantial evidence.  It can rarely be established by any other means.  Witnesses can see and hear, and thus be able to give direct evidence of, what another person does or does not do. But no one can see or hear the mental state the person had at the time the person acted or did not act.  Yet what a person does or does not do may indicate that person's mental state.

You may consider any statements made and acts done or not done by the person and all other facts and circumstances in evidence when determining that person’s mental state. 


