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No pattern instruction.

USE NOTE

Until 1999, the Alaska Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions included the following statement as the first element of each offense:

(1)
the event in question occurred at or near ____________ on or about ____________.

This statement was deleted from the pattern instructions in 1999. The committee took this action to eliminate appeals based on the State's failure to prove that the offense occurred at the location specified in the instruction.  Also, the committee noted that most of the federal criminal pattern jury instructions do not include date and location as an element of the offense.

The fact that this element has been eliminated from the pattern instructions does not mean that judges should not include the date or location of an alleged offense when this information would help to identify the specific incident that is the subject of the instruction.  See Covington v. State, 703 P.2d 436, 440-41 (Alaska App. 1985) (jury must be unanimous as to the incident of which they find the defendant guilty). 
