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, the defendant in this case, has been charged with the crime of perjury.
To prove that the defendant committed this crime, the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt each of the following elements:

(1)
the defendant knowingly made a sworn statement; 
(2)
the statement was false; and

(3)
the defendant did not believe the sworn statement to be true. 
USE NOTE

The following terms are defined in other instructions:


"knowingly" – 11.81.900


"statement" – 11.56.240


"sworn statement"  – 11.56.240
The mental state of "knowingly" is included in the first element because the definition of "sworn statement" requires that the statement be "knowingly given." AS 11.56.240(2).

It is not a defense to perjury that the statement was inadmissible under the rules of evidence or that the oath or affirmation was taken or administered in an irregular manner. AS 11.56.200(b). Also, in Harrison v. State, 923 P.2d 107 (Alaska App. 1996), the court held that the policy of Alaska's perjury statutes "favors substance over form."  Id. at 109. 
Under Alaska law, it is not required that the statement be material. Senate Journal Supp. No. 47 at 72 (June 12, 1978).  
Retraction may be raised as an affirmative defense to perjury under AS 11.56.235.

