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, the defendant in this case, has been charged with the crime of cruelty to animals.

To prove that the defendant committed this crime, the state must prove beyond a reasonable doubt each of the following elements: 

(1)     the defendant assumed responsibility for the care of [describe or                
name the harmed animal] either as an owner or otherwise;

(2) the defendant failed to care for the animal;
(3) the defendant acted with criminal negligence in failing to care for the animal; and  
(4) the defendant’s failure to care for the animal caused the death of the animal or caused severe physical pain or prolonged suffering to the animal.

USE NOTE

The following terms are defined in other instructions:

"animal" – 11.81.900(b)
"criminal negligence" – 11.81.900(a)(4)

Failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal as established under AS 03.55.100 is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal.  See Pattern Instruction AS 11.61.140(d).

The first element was added based on the decision in Sickel v. State, 363 P.3d 115 (Alaska App. 2015).

