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If the state proves beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant failed to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal as required by Alaska law, you may, but are not required to, infer that the defendant failed to care for the animal.
The minimum standards of care for animals include: 
(1) 
food and water sufficient to maintain each animal in good health;
(2) 
an environment compatible with protecting and maintaining the good health and safety of the animal; and
(3) reasonable medical care at times and to the extent available and necessary to maintain the animal in good health.

USE NOTE
The following term is defined in another instruction:



"animal" – 11.81.900(b)

Alaska Statute 11.61.140(d) provides that failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal under AS 03.55.100 is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal under AS 11.61.140(a)(2).   
Alaska Statute 03.55.100 is subdivided into three sections.  Subsection (a) sets forth the minimum standards of care described above. Subsection (b) requires that "[a]ny determination as to whether or not these minimum standards are met shall be based on the professional opinion of a licensed veterinarian." Subsection (c) grants authority to the Department of Natural Resources to adopt regulations to implement the section. Because it is not clear whether the legislature intended both subsection (a) and subsection (b) to apply in criminal cases, the pattern instruction includes only the language from subsection (a). The committee expresses no opinion on whether the language of subsection (b) should be included.

