
THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ORDER NO. 170 

IT IS ORDERED: 

Providing for a Code of 
Judicial Conduct and 
Repealing the Canons of 
Judicial Ethics. 

r. that the existing Canons of Judicial Ethics are hereby repealed; 

II. that ·a Code of Judicial Conduct containing th.e following pro
visions is hereby adopted: 

CANON 1 

A Judge Should Uphold 
the Integrity and 

-- Independence of the Judiciary 

.An independent and honorable judicia:r:y is indispensable to 
justice in our society. A judge should participate in establishing, 
maintaining, and enforcing, and should himself observe, high standards 
of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary 
may be preserved. The provisions of this Code should be construed 
and applied to further that objective. 

CAi."lON 2 

A Judge Should Avoid 
Impropriety and the Appearance of 
Impropriety in All His Activities 

A. A judge should respect and c6mply with t...'i.e law and should conduct 
himself at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence 
in the integrity and impartiality of the judicia:r:y. 

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or other relationship 
to influence his judicial conduct or judge~ant. He should not 
lend the prestige of his office to advance t.'i.e private interests 
of ot..'i.ers: nor should he convey or permit others to convey the 
impression that t.'i.ey are in a special position to influence him. 
He should not testify voluntarily as a character witness. 



CA.!.'lON 3 

A Judge Should Perform 
the Duties of His Office Impartially 

and Diligently 

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence over all his 
other activities. His judicial duties include all the duties of his 
office prescribed by law. In the performance of these duties, the 
following standards apply: 

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities. 

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and maintain profes
sional competence in it. He should be unswayed by partisan 
interests, public clamor, or fear of criticism. 

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in proceedings 
before him. 

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and courteous to 
litigants, jurors, witnesses,_lawyers, and others with 
whom he deals in his official capacity, and should require 
similar conduct of lawyers, and of his staff, court officials 
and others subject to his direction and control. 

(4) A judge should accord to every person who is legally 
interested in a proceeding, or his lawyer, full right to be 
heard according to 1 aw, and, except as authorized by law, 
neither initiate nor consider ex oarte or other communica
tions concerning a pending or impending proceeding. A judge, 
however, may obtain the advice of a disinterested expert -
on the law applicable to a proceeding before him if he gives 
notice to the parties of the pe·rson consulted and the 
substa"lce of the advice, and affords the parties reasonable 
opportunity to respond. 

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the business of the court. 

(6) A judge should abstain from public comment about ·a_pending 
or impending proceeding in any court, and should require 
similar abstention on the part of court personnel subject 
to his direction and control. This subsection does not 
prohibit judges from ma~ing public statements in the course 
of their official duties or from explaining for public in 
information the procedures of the court. 

(7) A judge should prohibit broadcasting, televising, recording, 
or taking photographs in the courtroo~ and areas immediately 
adjacent thereto during sessi:.s of court or re-::esses between 
sessions, except that a judge may authorize: 

(a) the use of ~lectronic or Fhotographic means for the 
presentation of evidence, for ~~e oeroetuation of a 
record, or for other purposes of judicial administration; 

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording, or photograph
ing of investitive, ceremonial, or naturalization 
proceedings; 

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and reproduction 
of appropriate court proceedings under the following 
conditions: 
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(i) the means of recording will not distract participant 
or impair the di-gni ty of the proceedings: 

(ii) the parties have consented, and the consent to beins 
depicted or recorded has been obtained from each 
witness appearing in the recording and reproduction; 

(iii) the reproduction will not be exhibited until after t 
proceeding has been concluded and a11 direct appeals 
have been exhausted; and 

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only for instruc
tional purposes in educational institutions. 

B. Administrative Responsibilities. 

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his administrative 
responsibilities, maintain professional competence in judi
cial ad:m.i.nis tration, and facilitate the performance of the 
administrative responsibilities of other judges and court 
officials. 

(2) A judge should require his staff and court officials subject 
to his direction and control to observe the standards of 
fidelity and diligence that apply to him. 

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate disciplina:c:y 
measures against a judge or lawyer for unprofessional con
duct of which the judge may become aware. 

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appointments. He shoulc 
exercise his power of appointment only on the basis of merit 
avoiding nepotism and favoritism. He shou1d not approve · 
compensation of appointees beyond the fair val.ue of services 
rendered.· 

c. Disqualification. 

(1) A judge should disqualify himself in a proceeding in which 
his impartiality might reasonably be questioned, including 
but not limited to instances where: 

(a) he has a personal bias or prejudice concerning a party, 
or personal knowledge of disputed evidentia:ry facts 
concerning the proceeding; 

(b) he served as lawyer in the matter in controversy, or a 
1 awyer ·with whom he previously practiced law served 
during such association as a lawyer concerning the 
matter, or the judge or such lawyer has been a material 
witness concerning it; 

(c) he knows that he, individually or as a fiduciary, or 
his spouse or minor child residing in his household, has 
a financial interest in the subject matter in cont.rovers' 
or in a party to the proceeding, or a.~y other interest · 
that could be st.:.bstantially affected by the outcome of 
the proceeding; 

(d) he or his spouse, or a person wit.~in the third degree 
of relationship to either of them, or the spouse of 
such a person: · 

(i) is a party to the proceeding, or 211 officer, director 
or trustee of a party; 

(ii) is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding; 
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(iii) is known by the judge to have an interest that 
could be substantially affected by the outcome of 
the proceeding; 

0 . 
(iv) is to the judge's knowledge likely to be a material 

witness in the proceeding; 

(2) A judge should inform himself about his personal and 
fiduciary financial interests, and ma~e a reasonable effort 
to inform himself about L~e pers0nal financial interests 
0£ his spouse and minor children residing in his household. 

( 3) For the purposes of this section: 

(a) the degree of relationship is calculated according to 
the civil law system; 

(b) n fiduciary" includes such relationships as executor, 
administrator, trustee, and guardian; 

(c) "financial interest" rreaiis ownership of a legal or 
equitable interest, however small, or a relationship 
as director, advisor, or other active participa."lt in 
the affairs of a party, except that: 

(i) ownership in a mutual or common investment fund 
that holds securities is not a "financial interest" 
in su.ch securities unless the judge participates in 
the management of the fund; 

(ii) an office in an educational,· religious, charitable, 
fraternal, or civic organization is not a "financial 
interest" in securities held by the organization; 

(iii) the proprietary interest of a policy holder in a 
mutual insurance company, of a depositor in a 

. mutual savings association, or a. similar propri
etary. interest, is a "financial interest" in the 
organization only if the outcome of the proceed
ing could substantially affect the value of the 
interest; 

(iv) ownership of government securities is a "financial 
interest" in the issuer only if the outcome of t.11.e 
proceeding could substantially affect the value· of 
the securities. 

D. Remi ttal of Disqualification. 

A judge disqualified by the terms of Canon 3C(l} (c) or Canon 
3C(l} (d) may, instead of withdra.,;ing from the proceeding, dis
close on the record the basis of his disqualification. If, 
based on such disclosure, the parties and lawyers, independently 
of the judge's participation, all agree in writing that the judge's 
relationship is irranaterial or L~at his financial interest is 
i.nsubstantial, the judge is no longer disqualified, and may 
participate in the proceeding. The agreerrent, signed by all 
parties and lawyers, shall be incor?orated in the record of t.11.e 
proceeding. 

_,,_ 



CANON 4 

A Judge May Engage in 
Activities to Imorove the Law, 

the Legal System, and 
the Administration of Justice • 

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his judicial 
duties, may engage in the following quasi-judicial activities, if in 
doing so he does not cast doubt on his capacity to decide impartially 
any issue that may come before him: 

A. He may speak., write, lecture, teach, and participate in other 
activities concerning the law, the legal system, and the 
administration of justice. -

B. He may appear at a public hearing before ~ executive or legis
lative body or official on matters concerning the law, the legal 
system, and the administration of justice; and he may otherwise 
consult with an executive or legislative body or official, but: 
only on matters concerning the administration of justice. 

c. He may· serve· as a member, officer, or director of an organiza
tion or governmental agency devoted to the improvement of the . 
law, the legal system, or the administration of justice. He may 
assist such an organization in raising funds and may participate 
in their management and investment, but should not personally 
participate in public fund raising activities. He may ma~e 
recommendations to public and private fund-granting agencies 
on projects and programs concerning the law, the legal system, anc 
the administration of justice. 

CANON 5 

A Judge Should Regulate 
His Extra-Judicial Activities 

to Minimize the Risk of 
Conflict with His Judicial Duties 

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write, lecture, teach, and 
speak on non-legal subjects, a~d engage in the arts, sports, 
and other social and recreational activities, if such avocational 
activities do not detract from L~e dignity of his office or inter
fere with the performance of his judicial duties. 

B. Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge may participate in civic 
and charitable activities that do not re fleet adversely upon his 
im?artiality or interfere with tl1e performance of his judicial 
duties. A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee, or 
non-legal advisor of an educational, religious, charitable, fra
ternal, or civic organization not conducted for t...'1e economic or 
political advantage of its members, subject to the following 
lirni tations: 

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the organiza
tion will be engaged in p:::-oceedings that would ordinarily 
come before him or will be regularly engaged in adversary 
proceedings in any court. 
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(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any educational, 
religious, charitable, fraternal, or ciVic·organization. or 
use or permit the use of the prestige of his office for 
that purpose, but he may be listed as an officer, director, 
or trustee of such an organization. He should not be a 
speaker or the guest of honor at an organization's fund 
raising events, but he may attend such events. 

(3) A judge should not give investment advice to sue..~ an 
organization, but he may serve on its board of directors 
or trustees even though it has l':he responsibility for 
approving investment decisions. 

c. Financial Activities. 

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and business dealings 
that tend to reflect adversely on his impartiality, inter
fere with the proper performance of his judicial duties, 
exploit his judicial position, or involve him in frequent 
transactions with lawyers or persons likely to come before 
the court on which he serves. 

( 2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (l), a judge may: 
hold and manage investments, including real estate, and 
engage in other remunerative activity including the opera
tion of a business. 

( 3) A judge should manage his investrrents and other financiaJ. _ 
interests to minimize the number of cases in which he is 
disqualified. As soon as he can do so without serious 
financial detriment, he should divest himself of investments 
and other financial interests that might require frequent 
disqualification. 

(4) Neither a judge nor a member of his family residing in his 
household should accept a gift, bequest, favor, or loan fror. 
anyone except as follows: 

(a) 

(b) 

a judge may accept a gift incident to a public testi
monial to him; books supplied by publishers on a. compli
mentary basis for official use~ or an invitation to the 
judge and his spouse to attend a bar-related function or 
activity devoted to the improvei:rent of the law, the 
legal "system, or t.'le administration of just·ice; 

a judge or a me!I'.ber of his family residing in his house
hold may accept ordinary social hospitality; a gift, 
bequest, favor, or loan from a relative; a wedding or 
engagement gift~ a loan from a lending institution in 
its regular course of business on the same te:rms geoeraJ 
available to persons who are not judges; or a scholar
ship or -fellowship awarded on the same te.rlllS applied to 
other applicants; 

(c) a judge or a member of his family residing in his hoi.lse
hold may accept any other gift, bequest, f.avor, or loan 
only if the donor is not a party or other person whose 
interests have come or are likely to cone before him, a?: 

if its value exceeds $100, t.~e judge reports it in the 
same manner as he reports compensation in· Canon 6C. 

(5) For the purposes of this section "rnember of his family 
residing in his household" means any relative of a judge by 
blood or marriage, or a person treated by a judge as a 
member of his family, who resides in his household. 

{6) A judge is not required by this Code to disclose his income, 
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debts, or investments, except as provided in this Canon and 
Canons 3 and 6 • 

.{ 7) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial capacity 
should not be used or disclosed by him in financial dealings 
or for any other p~rpose not related to his judicial duties. 

o. Fiduciary Activities. A judge should not serve as the executor, 
administrator~ trustee, guardian, or other fiduciary, except for 
t..'ie estate, trust, or person of a member of his family, and t.>ien 
only if sue.~ service will not interfere with the proper perfor
mance of his judicial duties. "Me!I'ber of his family" includes a 
spouse, child, grandchild, parent, gra.1dparent, or other relative 
or person with whom the judge maintains a close familial relation
ship. As a family fiduciary a judge is subject to the following 
restrictions: 

!;.. • 

(1) He should not serve if it is likely that as a fiduciary he 
will be engaged in proceedings that would ordinarily come 
before him, or if the estate, trust, or ward becomes involved 
in adversary proceedings in t.~e court on which he serves or 
one under its ~ppellate jurisdiction. 

(2) While acting as a fiducia:ry a judge is subject to· the same -
restrictions on financial activities that apply to him in 
his personal capacity. 

Azbitration. A judge should not act as an a:tbitrator or mediator 
for compensation. 

:. Practice of Law •. A judge should not practice law. 

G. Extra-judicial Appointments. A judge should not accept appoint
ment to a governmental committee, commission1 or other position 
that is concerned with issues of fact or policy on :natters other 
than the improvement of the law, be l'=!gal system, o:r the admini.s
tration of justice. A judge, however, may represent his country, 
state, or locality on ceremonial occasions or in connection with 
historical, educatio4al, and cultural activities. 

Ch'lON 6 

A Judge Should Regularly 
File i:teports of Compensation 

Received for Quasi-Judicial and 
Extra-Judicial Activities 

A jr.Jdge '.'lay recei•;e compensation ar:d reimbursement of 
e:·:-;:er:s-as for the quasi-judicial and extra-jildicial activities 
?e:rr.-itted by this Code, if the source of such payrr~nts does not 
;ive t..'-le appeara.1ce of influe::icing t.'1e judge in his judicial duties 
er ot~erwise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to the 
=allowing restrictions: 

A. Co~pensation. Compensation should not exceed a reasonable amount 
nor should it exceed what a person who is not a judge would 
receive for the same activity. 

3. Ex;:iense Reimbursement. Exoense reimbursement should be limited 
to-~~e a~tual cost of travel, food, and lodging reasonably 
incurred by the judge and, where a?pro?riate to the occasion, by 
his spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount is compensa
tion. 
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c. Public Reports. A judge should report the date, place. and natu 
of any activity for which he received compensation, and the narre 
of the payor and the amount of compensation so received. 
Comoensation or income of a spouse attributed to the judge by 
ope~ation of a community property law is not extra-judicial com
pensation to the judge. His report should be made at ieast 
annually and should be filed as a public document in the office 
of the Administrative Director of the Alaska Court System at 
such time and in such form as shall be prescribed by the 
Ad.-ninistrative Director. 

CANON 7 

A Judge Shoul.d Refrain from 
Political Activity Inappropriate 

to His Judicial Office 

A. Political. Conduct in GeneraJ.. 

{l) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial of£ice 
shoul.d not: 

(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a political 
organization1 ....... 

(b) make speeches for a political organization or candi
date or publicly endorse a candidate for public office; 

(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or make a contri
bution to a political organization, attend political 
gathe:ings, or 9urchase tickets for political party 
dinners, or .other functions, except as authorized in 
subsection A(2); 

(2) A judge holeing an office filled by ·public election between 
competing candidates, or a candidate for such office, may, 
only insofar as per.ni tted by 13:".N', attend politic al gathering. 
speak to suc...11 gatherings on his CMn behalf when· he is a 
candidate for election or re~election, identify himself as a 
r:iernber of a politic al party, and contribute to a poJ.i ti cal 
party or organization. 

( 3) A judge should resign his office when he becomes a candidate 
ei th.er in a party primary or in a general election £or a non· 
judicial office, except that he may continue to hold his 
judicial office while oeing a cand.!.d=.te for election to or 
serving as a delegate in a state constitutional convention, 

. if i:e is otherwise permitted by law to do so. 

{ 4) A judge should not engage in a.11y ot...11.er political activity 
except on behalf of rreasures to improve the law, the legaJ. 
system, or the a&"!linistration of justice •. 

3. Campaign Conduct. 

(1) A ca.11didate, including an incumbent judge, for a judicial 
office that is filled eit~er by public election between 
competing candidates or on the basis of a merit system 
election: 

(a) ~hould maintain the dignity appropriate to judi.cial 
office, .and should encourase rr.embers of his family 
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( 2) 

(3) 

,·:··'.. ·. 

to _Jhere to the same standaras of political conduct 
that apply to him; 

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees subject 
to his direction or control from doing for him what he 
is prohibited from doing under this Canon; and except 
to the extent authorized under subsection 8(2) or B(3), 
he should not allow any other person to do for him what 
he is prohibited from doing under this Canon; 

(c) should not make pledges or promises of conduct in 
office other than the faithful and impartial perfott\ance 
of t..'le duties of the office; announce his views on 
disputed legal or political issues; or misrepresent 
his identity, quali,t:ications, present position, or other 
fact. · 

A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a judicial: 
office that is filled by public election between competing 
candidates should not himself solicit or accept campaign 
funds, ·or· solicit publicly stated support, but he may estab
lish committees of responsible persons to secure and 
manage the' expenditure of funds for his campaign and to 
obtain public statements of support for his candidacy. Such 
committees are not prohibited from soliciting campai.gn 
contributions and public suppo.rt from .lawyers - A candidate's 
committees may solicit ftmds for his campaign no earlier 
than [90) days before a primary election and no later than 
[90] days after the last election in which he participates 
during the election year. A candidate should not use or 
pe:anit the use of ca.'ttpaign contributions for the private 
benefit of himself or )D.embers of his family. . 

An incumbent judge who is a candidate for retention in or 
re-election to office wi thoi.lt a competing candidat.e, and 
whose candidacy has drawn active opposition, may campaign 
in response thereto and may obtain publicly stated sapport 
and campaign funds in the ma..'"lller provided in subsection B (2) • 

Comoliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct. 

Anyone who is an officer of t.~e Alaska Court System perfo:i::m-
ir.g judicial functio~s, including a spe~ial master, court·comm:issioner 
or :magistrate, is .a judge for the pu...-pose of this Code. All judges 
shou.ld comply with this Code except as provided below: 

A. Part-time Judge. A part-tirne judge is a judge who serves on a 
continuing or periodic basis, but is permitted by law to devote 
time to some other profession or occupation a.."'l.d whose compensa
tion for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge. A 
part-time judge: 

(2) is not required to comply wit~ Canon 5C(2), D, E, F, and 
G, and. Canon 6C; 

(2} should not practice law in the court on which he serves or 
in any court subject to the appellate jurisdiction of the 
court on which he serves, or act as a lawyer in a proceed
ing in whic.."1 he has served as a judge or in any other 
proceeding· related thereto. 

B. Judge Pro Ternpore. A judge ~ro te:rm:;ore is a person who is appointe 
to act temporarily as a judge . 

. (.l} While acting as such, a jucge ?:)rO temoore is not requi.red 
to comply wit..'1 Canon SC(2), (3), D, E, F, and G, .and 
Ca."lon 6C. 
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(2) A person who has. been a· judge t:lro temoore should not act 
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served as a 
judge or in any other proceeding related thereto. 

c. Retired Judge. A retired judge who receives the same compensation 
as a full-ti~~ judge on the court from which he retired and is 
eligible for recall to judicial service should comply with_ all 
the provisions of this Code e~<cept Canon 5G, but he should refrair 
from judicial service during the period of an extra-judicia1 
a;:ipointir.ent not sanctioned by Ca.11on SG. All other retired 
judges eligible for recall to judicial service should comply 
wi t.'1 the provisions of this CO<!e gove:rning part-time judges. 

IV. Effective Date of Comoliance. 

A person to whom this Code becomes appl.icable should 
arrange his affairs as soon as reasonably possible to comply 
with it. If, however, the demands on his time and the possibili~ 
of conflicts of interest are not substantial, a person who holds 
judicial office on the date this Code becomes effective may: 

(b) continue to act as an executor, administrator, 
trustee, or other fiduciarv for the estate or 
person of one who is not a-member of his· family. 

v. The Code of Judicial Conduct shall be effective as of this date. 

~ . -·- . 

DATED: at Anchorage, Alaska, this~ day of September, 1973 • 

. , ~·_; . 

Justice . _ 

~.QC?~_-
~,-·· ... · 
\ 
\ 

_,-/ 

I dissent from the adoption 
.•"" 
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Gov 
Lt./Gov 

·' 

Dept/Law 
Leg/Affairs 
Pub Def Agency 
Dept/Pub Safetv 
Alaska Legal -~10-

Services 

Justice · 



THE ST_lPHEME COURT OF THE S'.T'?\.TE OF ALASK.i\ 

ORDER NO. 170 

Amendment No. 1 
Amending Canon 7 of the 
Code of Judicial Conduct 

IT IS ORDERED that l\(l) (cl of Canon 7 he amended 

to read as follows: 

(cl solicit funds for. or pay an assessment 
or rnake a contribution to a political 
organization or candif.ate, attend 
political gatherings, or purchase 
tickets for political party dinners, 
or other functions, e:·:cept as authori:::ed 
in subsection A(2); 

This order. shall be effective as of this date. 

DATF.D: at Anchorage, f..laska, this 17th day of 

~1ay, 1974. 

"" 

~~~<--VErwCD~ / 
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