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THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE Of' ALASKA 

ORDER N0.173 

IT IS OROElU:D: 

I. That the existing Rule 3 of the. Rules of Probate 

Procedure is hereby repealed. 

II. Thnt the existing Rules l, 2, 4 a.nd s of the Rules 

of Probate Procedure are hereby renumbered as Rules 6, 7, 9, and 

s. respectively. 

Ill. That the foll010in9 Rules of Probate Procedure are 

hereby adopted: 

RULE l 

Decedents' Estates - Substantive 
old Code Remain Ri bts Under 

Inviolate - Procedure 

All substantive rights accruing prior to January l, 
1973, under Title 13, Alaska Statutes, prior to its repeal by 
78 SI.A 1972 shall remain in full force and e!fel:f. subsequent to 
said date. -

Probate of any decedent's estate cemmcnced and pending 
prior to January l, 1973, may be"continued to conclusion under 
the procedures established unde~ Title 13 as it existed prior to 
its repeal by 76 SLA 1972 proviaed the personal representative of 
said decedent shall file a notice in writing of such intention 
with the superior court within 30 days frorn promulgation of this 
rule. lf no such notice is filed the rules of procedure prescribed 
by the present Title 13, which became effective Ja.nuary l, l97J, 
shall be applicable. 

RULE 2 

Setting of Hearing Dates 

orders or notices setting the ti~e and place for hear
inis on all ~.atters under the provisions of Title 13, Alaska 
statutes, may be signed by the person or persons designated by the 
presiding superior court judqe of each judicial district. 

RULE 3 

Rule on Deposit of Wills 
For Safekeeping 

upon the deposit of a will by the testator or his agent 
for safekeeping in the superio~ court, the clerk or registrar in 
the pro~ate division shall: 

l. Require the testator or his aqent to si911 an agree
ment setting forth the names and addresses of the person or persons 
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to receive the will upon the death of the testator, and the clerk 
or registrar shall in turn sign a receipt for the will to be given 
to the testator or his agent. The agreement and receipt sl\{lll be 
in fcr.n anu content substantially as follows: 

Ne. 

AGREEMENT AND RECEIPT FCR DEPOSIT OF WILL 

I, the undersigned, hereby deposit the Last Will and 
Testament of for safekeeping with the Superior 
court for t.he StaLe of Alaska, Judicial District at 

Alaska, and further state that 
whose ad~rcss is is namea executor in 
saitl will an6 is hereby aesignated to receive the will U?On my 
death anu thnt whose address is 

is named c.s al tcr1;ate executer and is designatecl 
to receive tne will upon r:ry death and in the event r.rt executor 
above narnetl is unable to serve or receive the said will. 

I agree that upon my dea~~ the Clerk of the Suoerior 
court or the Superior Court Registrar is hereby authorized to 
open and inspect said will in order that ar.y burial or other 
emergency provisions of said will may be carried out without delay 
in the event. that either Cl)' executor or the alternate above named 
is net ir.cnediately available to receive the will. 

Dated this _ day of 

Testator/Agent 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of the above mentioned will 
for safekeeping. The-acceptance·of the will for safekeeping by 
the court in no way insures the validity of any-~ovision contained 
in the will, nor docs acceptance in any way enhance-the force or 
e!fect of that will. The purpose of accepting the will is to pro
vide a safe place for that legal document and to provide for the 
orderly administration of the decedent's estate. 

Dated this day of 

Superior court Clerk/Registrar 

2. Assiqn a nwnber to the will upon its deposit and 
shall r.iaintain an alphabetical index to all wills en deposit. 

3. Store the wills in a locked fireproof filing 
cabinent or safe which shall be maintained in the probate division 
of t:.e superior court. 

4. During the lifeti111e of the testator, allow the will 
to be viewed by or released only to the testator upon his showing 
of positive identification, or to the person to whOl:I the testator 
has given the specific power in writing to receive or view the 
will, and who shall also be required to show positive identi!ica
tion. A conservator of the testator may examine the deoosited 
will only after showing proper positive identification." 
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RULE 4 

Acceptance of Wills 
For Safekeeping 

The presiding superior court judge for each judicial 
district cay designate in writing those persons within his 
judicial district who may accept, for transmittal purposes only, 
wills to be d~positcd with the court for safekeeping. The 
designated person shall require the depositor to execute the 
agreer:ient, anti he shall issue the receipt as set out in Rule llo. 
3, ana shall !o'rlolard ir:u:1ediately to the clerk of the superior 
court in his judicial district by certified or registered mail, 
the will and tt.e fee for deposit, together with a copy of the 
agreei:ient and receipt executed by him and the depositor. 

RULE. 5 

Filing of creditors' Claims 

Claics of creditors against a decedent's estate must be 
filed with the clerk of t."ie· court in the judicial district "'herein 
the estate is being administered, or delivered or mailed to the 
personal representative oaf~~e ~state.,/ 

EFF'i:CTIVE OJITE· I Lq7'1" 

DAT:£D: j)7(i4 d fl. 
1 

DISTJUBUTION: 

S/C .Justs 
Sup/Ct .Judgs 
Mags/Supr 
Mags 
Clks/Ct 
Trans/Supr 
LalN Librarian 
Probate Masters 
Adm Dir 
All Members ABA 
Gov 
Lt/Gov 
Dept/Lav 
Leg/Council 
Pub Def Agency 
Dept/Pub Safety 
Ak Legal Services 
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