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THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ORDER NO. 185 

Amendin~ Criminal Rule 25 

IT IS ORDE:tED: 

1) That Criminal Rule 25 be amended by adding subsection (d), which 

is hereby adopted as follows: 

(d) Change of JudRe as a ~atter of Right. In all courts of 
the State where a master calendar system has been adooted, a judge 
may be peremptorily challen~ed as follows: 

(1) Entitlement. In anv criminal case in sunerior or distric 
court, the ~rosecution and the defense shall each be entitled 
as a matter of ri~ht to one chan~e of jud~e. When multiole 
defendants are unable to a~ree uoon the .jud!!e to hear the case. 
the trial judge may, in the.interest of justice, ~ive t~em more 
than one change as a matter of ri~ht; the orosecutor shall be 
entitled to the same number of changes as all the defendants 
combined. 

(2)· 0 rocedure. At the tiMe required for filinR the omnibus 
hearing form, or within 5 days after a jud~e is assiEned the case 
for the first time, a oarty may exercise his ri~ht to chanRe 
of judge by noting the request on the omnibus ~"!arim; form or 
by filing a "Notice of Change of Jud~e" sitned by counsel, if 
any, statini:J; the name of t:-ie .)ud12:e to be chani;;ed. ll . .)udsre mav 
honor_ a ti:ne lv inforraal. rem1est fo!" chc.np;e of 5 ud£"e, enterin~ · 
uno~ th~ record the date of the ~equest and the n~rne o! the narty 
requestin1r it. 

(3) Re-Assirmment. When a reouest for chan12:e of' judP"e is 
timely filed under this rule, the judEe shall orocee! ~o further 
in the action, excent to make such temoorarv orders as ~av ~e 
absolutely necessary to ~revent immediate and irrenara~le i:iJury 
before the action can be transferred to another .iud?~. ?o~ever> 
if the named .Jud".:e is the nresidim: .iud«;e, ::Oe s:rall continue 
to nerform the functions of the nresidin~ jud~e. 

(~) Ti~eliness. ~ailure to file ~ ti~ely re~uest nrecludes 
a change of jud~e under this rule as a matter of ri~ht. 

(5) Wa!ver. A party loses his ri~hts under this rule to 
chan~e a jud~e ~hen he agrees to the assi~n~ent of the case to 
a oarticular jud~e or narticicates before ~i~ in an o~nibus 
hearini:;;, an;1 subsecuent nretrial hes.rin:;:, a hearinr: under "?ule 
11, or the commence~ent of trial. No ~revision of this ~ule 
shall bar a sticulation as to the jud~e tefore ~~om a nlea of 
~uilty or of nolo contendere s~all be taken under ~ule 11. 

2) This order shall be effective Julv l, 107~. 

DA':'ED: June 28, 1974 

/s/ Jay A. Rabinowitz 

G. Connor 
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