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IT IS ORDEREtl: 

THE StlPRE.".E COURT or TIU: STATE or h:J\SAA 

ORDD\ NO. 199 

AdO?tir.q Rule e# District 
Court R~les of Criminal 
Procedure 

'!'he following rule is adopted as Rule 8, o;strict Court Rules of 

Criminal Procedure= 

Rule a. TAAFFIC orrE~iS!S 

(a) 

(b) 

(c l 

(d ) 

(e ) 

Sco~e, Purecse and ConstrJction. This rule governs 
the.procedure in cases involv1n~ ~isde~eanor traffic 
offenses. It is i:itended to provide for· the just 
determinatic~ of these c~ses a~d to £hat effect s~all 
be const.rued to secure s!?t:,plicity a;id uniform'ity in 
p:ocee~~a, fair~ess in aC~inist~3tion and th~ elirnina­
eion of u.~j~stifia.ble expense a~d delay. 

Tra!fic o::enses. A~ used in this r<!le, un!ess the 
con~ext-eh!a.rly requires other..;ise, "traffic offense'" 
means c.in;~ violation of a statute,, ordi:'lance or regU­
lation relating to the operation or use of any vehicles, 
inclu:ing ~o~or vehicles. a~C ~~y violatio~ cf a s~a~u~e, 
o=d!~ance .:l~ :equlatio~ =elati~q to the use of st:eets, 
?lighways, o~ ot?ler ?t.:blic tho:::::ot:i;!"tfa::es~ 

Othe:- C::i;,iinal ~ules.~ Other r•J.les goverr.in9 erirninal 
p::ccedure-sE"irl:-r::i'Sofa:: as they are applicable, 
im~lenent the provisio;is of this rule:. 

Cor.;~laint -- Inf~~atl~:i. c:-:d S:..::":".":'.!i~S. The 
co::.;:ila.i;-;t or i:i.f.'-lr::-.atlO::i a;c-~ shall Ce in the 
for~ of t~e Vni:~r~ tra!:~c C~catio:i. as ado?ted Oy 
t~e· co;.:.issi.:l~e:: o! Pc::lic s~!e':y or a:iy nr..t:'lic!.pality 
r~:s~~~t to s~atcte fo~ a!l :raf:ic o:fens~s tta; rnay 
be disposed of witho~t co~rt af~earance under th!s 
rule anQ for those tra~:ic o~:enses for which the use 
of that form of complaint a~d sur.r:i.cns has been 
specifically authcriied by Su?re~e Court Orders For 
all other traffic offenses, tte eo~plaint or infor:na­
tio~ and sur.i..~ons shall Oe in ccn!ormicy and cor:iplianee 
with the Rules of Crirainal Procedure. 

Ric~ts of Oefendants. Sc!o:e a plea is entered to a 
traff!_cOffense ot.her than pari<inq or standing / the 
defenCant shall be infor'T:".ed o! his rights, which 
shall include, but not be limited to the !ollowin9 
rig!'its: 

(l) 
(2) 
(3) 

to a trial: 
to e~gage co~nsel; 
to confront and question witnesses 
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(9) 

(4) 
(S) 

-· 

to testify in his own behalf; 
to sur.MlOn witnesses in his behalf .. 

The defendant shall be further informed that a 
record of any conviction will be sent to the 
Department o! Public Safety of this state or to 
the state where he received his license to drive 
to become a party of his driving record and to 
be assessed points pursuant to statute and 
regulation. 

Oisoosition Without Court Aooea:ance. Except as 
otherwise provrcerherer:l. any rierson charged with 
a traffic offense for which a bail amount has been 
established in the Uniform Traffic Bail ScheCule 
adopted by Supreme Court OrCer ~ay withi~ five day& 
mail or deliver to the appropriate court the a.rr~ant 
of bail indicated in the Schedule tor that offense, 
together with either: 

(1) 

(2) 

a signed waiver of appearance, plea of no 
contes: and a direc:ion to forfeit the 
bail in lieu of a f i~e; or 
a signed waiver o~ appearance, plea of 
not guilty and a request for trial. 

Prior to entering a plea"of no contest the defendant 
shall be inforr:'led that his plea will have the sa.~e 
force and effect as a judgment cf conviction. When 
bail has bee~ !orfeited l.!Ilder t~is para;raph, the 
clerk shall enter a judqr.i.ent 0£ conviction and court 
proceedings shall thereupon te:-::-.i~ate. ~~en trial 
has been requested, the case shall be set on the 
calendar and send notice thereof to the parties. 

Mandatory 
a traffic 

(l) 
(2) 

(3) 

~ Appearance. Any person char;ed with 
of!ense 1o1ho: 
is under 18 years 0£ acje-., 
is char;ed with an offense !or which 
no bail amount has been established in 
the Uniform Traffic 3ail Schedule: or 
has r.ot ~aived appearance and er.t~red a 
plea under para;raph (!) of this rule 

shall appear for arraignment at the tirne and place 
designated en the sw:i..~ons. A person under 18 years 
of ase at the time of the offense r.;ust be acco=.~a­
nied by a pare~t, quardian or leqal custodian. 
Arraiqn~ent shall be conducted i~ accordance ~it.h 
Rule 1 hereof. ~he Cefendan~ shall be aC::\itted to 
bail in accordance with law and rule without 
regard to the Cail a.znounts established in the 
Uniform Traffic Bail Schedule. 
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OATU>: 

S:/J•JS~ices 
s·.:;:/Ct .Jud<;es 
~is-:/ .J".:C.~es 

- :~3g is:::at.es 
~.ag/SUi'::" 
Clks/Ct.. 
L.;..., tibrar:::.an 
?:-ol:.ate Has~ers 
AC.:::/O~:: 
All Me::-.bers ASA 
GOv 
Oe;?/Law 
l.e;.s/Affrs 

Further Proceedinas. All further proceedings 
i'h'i!"l'1ie in accordance with these rules a.nd oths::: 
applicable Rules of Criminal Procedure. 

!!arch 15. l 975 

February 27, 1975 

i'iub De!' Aqency 
:>e;>/Pul> Safety' 
Alas~a Le9al Serv 




