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RULES OF THE ALASKA EAR ASSOCIATION 

RULE 1 

ORGANIZATION OF THE ~LASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 

Section 1. Creation of Association. All persons admitted to the 

practice of law in the State of Alaska are hereby organized as an 

association to be known as the Alaska Bar Association and shall be 

subject to the rules hereinafter set forth. These rules are 

adopted in the exercise of the Supreme Court's inherent authority 

over members of the legal profession as officers of the Court and 

shall be called the Alaska Bar Rules. 

Section 2. Purposes. The purposes of the Alaska Bar shall be to 

aid the courts in carrying on and improving the administration of 

justice; to foster and maintain on the part of those engaged in the 

practice of law high ideals of integrity, learning, competence and 

public service and high standards of conduct; to safeguard the 

proper professional interests of the members of the bar; to encourage 

the formation and activities of local bar associations; to provide 

a forum for the discussion of subjects pertaining to the practice 

of law, the science of jurisprudence and law reform, and the rela

tions of the bar to the public, and to publish information relating 

thereto; to carry on a continuing program of legal research in the 

technical fields of substantive law, practice and procedure, and 

make reports and recommendations thereon; to the end that the public 

responsibility of the legal profession may be more effectively dis

charged. 

Section 3. Legal Entity. In order to carry out the purposes for 

which it is organized, the Alaska Bar Association may sue and be 

sued, enter into contracts, acquire, hold, encumber and dispose of 

real and personal property. 

Section 4. Definitions. The words "Alaska Bar" whenever used in 

these rules mean the Alaska Bar Association. The words "the Court" 

-1-



and "Court" mean the Supreme Court of Alaska unless the context 

requires otherwise. The word ·'President" shall mean the President 

of the Alaska Bar. 

RULE 2 

lY!EMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Persons Included in Membership. The membership of the 

Alaska Bar initially shall consist of all of those persons who on 

the date when these rules take effect are admitted to the practice 

of L::.1 in this state, and after these rules take effect shall 

include all persons who become licensed from time to time to practice 

lm·i in this state. All members shall be subject to due compliance 

with the conditions and requirements of. membership. Residence in 

Alaska shall not be a condition to eligibility to maintain member

ship in the Alaska Bar. 

Section 2. Enrollment. Persons presently members of the Alaska 

Bar Association as created by AS 08.08.010 shall be enrolled in 

the Alaska Bar by virtue of such membership. Every other person 

admitted to the practice of lnw in this state shall enroll in the 

Alaska Bar by registering his name with the Secretary of the as

sociation within sixty days after the effective date of these rules 

in accordance with the requirements of the bylaws. Every person 

who becomes licensed to practice law in this state after these rules 

become effective shall enroll in the Alaska Bar in like manner by 

registering his name with the Secretary of the association within 

ten days after admission to practice. After such enrollment every 

change in any member's office or residence address or principal 

office location shall be reported promptly to the Secretary. 

Section 3. Classes of Membership. The members of the Alaska Bar 

shall be divided into three classes known respectively as "active" 

members, "judicial'' members, c:ind ainactive11 members. The class of 

active members shall include all members of the Alaska Bar except 

the "judicial" members and "inactive" members. The class of inactive 
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members shall be limited to those persons who are eligible for 

active membership but are not engaged in the practice of law in 

this state and have filed with the Secretary of the Alaska Bar 

written notice requesting enrollment as an inactive member. Judges 

of courts of record and retired judges who are eligible for tempo

rary judicial assignment and are not engaged in the practice of 

law shall be classed as 11judicial11 members. Any inactive member 

in good standing, and any judicial member who is no longer a judge 

of a court of record, may change his classification to that of 

active member by filing with the Secretary a written request for 

transfer and by paying the dues required of active members. A 

judicial member who is no longer a judge of a court of record 

shall be classified as an active member if he engages in the prac

tice of law in this state. No judicial or inactive member shall 

be entitled to practice law in this state or to hold oifice in 

the Alaska Bar or to vote in any election conducted by.the associa

tion or on any matter presented at any m~eting thereof. No person 

engaged in the practice of law in this state in his own behalf or 

as an assistant or employee of an active member of the Alaska Bar, 

or occupying a position the duties of which require the giving of 

legal advice shall be eligible for enrollment as an inactive member. 

Section 4. Only Active Members i-1ay Practice Law. No individual 

other than an enrolled active member of the Alaska Bar shall prac

tice law in this state or in any manner hold himself out as 

authorized or qualified to practice law. Any court in this state 

may by special permission granted by it allow nonresident counsel 

to appear and participate in a particular action or proceeding in 

accordance with Rule 81 of the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

Section 5. Hembership Dues. Every active member shall pay member

ship dues in such amount, not exceeding $100.00 per year, as may 

be fixed in the bylaws, and dues may be graduated depending on 

the number of years a member has practiced law. Every judicial 
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and inactive member shall pay membership dues in such amount, not 

exceeding $10.00 per year, as may be fixed in the bylaws. All 

dues shall be paid to the Treasurer of the Alaska nar and shall 

constitute a fund for the payment of the expenses of that association. 

Section 6. Penalty for Nonpayment of Dues. Any active, judicial 

or inactive member failing to pay any dues within sixty days after 

they become due shall be suspended automatically from membership 

in the Alaska Bar. He may be reinstated upon payment of accrued 

dues and such penalties as may be imposed by the Board, in the 

manner provided in section 17, rule 9. 

Section 7. Voluntary Resignation of Membership. Hhenever a member 

of the Alaska Bar in good standing files· with the Secretary written 

notice of his election to surrender his certificate to practice law 

and to terminate his membership in the association, such person 

shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Alaska Ear, and his 

name shall be removed from the membership register. 

RULE 3 

OFFICERS 

Section 1. Titles; Nomination and Election. The officers of the 

Alaska Bar shall be a President, a President-Elect, a Secretary, 

and a Treasurer. The active members of the Alaska Dar who are in 

actual attendance at the annual convention shall elect by a majority 

vote during the convention the association's officerG from the 

membership of the Board of Governors. The term of office of each 

officer shall be one year and until the election and qualification 

of his successor, except that those holding office on the effective 

date of these rules shall continue to hold office until the next 

annual meeting. 

Section 2. Duties of Officers. 

President: The President shall be the chief e:~ecutive 

officer of the Alaska Bar, and shall preside at all meetings of 
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the association and of the Board of Governors. He shall appoint 

and announce as soon as possible after the annual meeting each 

year the membership of all committees for the ensuing year, the 

appointment of which shall not have been otherwise provided for. 

He shall be a member ex-officio of every standing committee and 

every special committee. 

President-Elect: The President-Elect shall perform the 

duties of the President during the absence or disability of the 

President; and at the expiration of the one year term of office 

of the President, the President-Elect shall succeed to the office 

of President. In the event of the death or resignation of the 

President prior to expiration of his term of office, the vacancy 

shall not be filled and the duties of the off ice during the un

expired term shall be performed by the President-Elect, and at 

the expiration of the term the President-Elect shall succeed to 

the office of President in the same manner as if such vacancy in 

the office of President had not occurred. 

Secretary: The Secretary shall act as secretary at all 

meetings of the Alaska Bar, of the Board of Governors, and of 

the executive committee, and shall keep a record of all the 

proceedings thereof. He shall notify officers and members of 

the committees of their election or appointment. He shall pre

pare and maintain a register of all active, judicial and inactive 

members of the Alaska Bar and, subject to direction of the Board 

of Governors, shall send out notices of all elections and meetings. 

He shall perform all other duties assigned to him by these rules 

or by the bylaws or by the noard of Governors. The Secretary may 

succeed himself in office. 

Treasurer: The Treasurer shall receive, collect and safely 

keep, and under the direction of the Board of Governors disburse, 

all funds of the Alaska Bar; and render reports of receipts and 

disbursements as required. He shall assist the executive com

mittee in preparing the annual budget. He shall furnish a surety 
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bond at the expense of the Alaska Bar in such amount as may be 

required by the Board of Governors. The Treasurer may succeed 

himself in office. 

Section 3. Delegation of Duties. Any duties imposed by these 

rules or by the bylaws of the Alaska Bar upon the President, 

Secretary or Treasurer may be performed under the supervision of 

such officers respectively, by assistants or employees of the 

association. 

RULE 4 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Section 1. Governing Body. The Alaska Bar shall be governed by 

its Board of Governors. The Board has the powers and duties con

ferred by these rules. Members of the Board shall receive no 

salary. 

Section 2. Composition of the Board of Governors. The Board of 

Governors shall consist of nine active members elected by the 

active members of the Alaska Bar from the four judicial districts, 

three members from the First Judicial District, three members from 

the Third Judicial District, and three members from the combined 

area of the Second and Fourth Judicial Districts. Not more than 

two members may be resident attorneys in the Fourth Judicial Dis

trict when there are 4 or more resident active members in the 

Second Judicial District. 

Section 3. Election; Term of Office. Members shall be elected 

to the Board of Governors in accordance with the bylaws of the 

Alaska Bar. Upon election, members of the Board of Governors 

shall hold office for three years and until their successors are 

elected and qualified. Those members of the Board of Governors 

on the effective date of these rules shall continue as members 

until the next annual meeting. Three Board members shall be 

elected annually, one from each area as described in this rule. 
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Section 4. Vacancies on the Board of Governors. Vacancies in 

Board membership shall be filled by appointment by the remaining 

Board members until the next annual election, at which time a suc

cessor shall be elected to fill the remainder of the unexpired term. 

Section 5. Functions. The Board of Governors shall have general 

charge of the affairs and activities of the Alaska Bar. It shall 

have authority to fix a time and place for the annual meeting of 

the members; to make appropriations and authorize disbursements 

from the funds of the association in payment of the necessary 

expenses of the association; to engage and define the duties of 

employees and fix their compensation; to receive, consider and take 

action on reports and recommendations submitted by committees, sec

tions and the members at any annual or special meeting; to conduct 

investigations of matters affecting the Alaska Bar, or the practice 

of law or the discipline of members of that association; to fill 

vacancies ho\·Jever arising in the membership of the Board of Governors, 

or in any office except the office of President, and in each case 

the person appointed to fill such vacancy shall hold off ice until 

the next annual election; and to adopt bylaws and regulations not 

inconsistent with these rules for the orderly administration of 

the Alaska Bar's affairs and activities. 

The Board of Governors shall meet from time to time as 

necessary, and as required by the bylaws. A majority of the whole 

Board shall constitute a quorum for any meeting. 

The Board of Governors may establish and maintain standing 

committees having respectively the functions defined in the bylaws 

and shall have authority to create additional standing committees 

and such special committees as may be deemed desirable from time to 

time, and to define the authority and functions of such standing 

and special committees. The Board of Governors may also establish 

and maintain sections for carrying on the work of the Alaska Bar, 

each within its proper field of study. Each section shall consist 

of members who voluntarily enroll therein because of a special 
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interest in the particular field of law to which the section is 

dedicated. New sections may be established and existing sections 

may be consolidated or discontinued by the Board of Governors from 

time to time. 

The members of the Board of Governors shall receive no 

compensation for services rendered, but they and also the members 

of committees and officers and directors of sections may be reim

bursed for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties and for extraordinary services performed. 

Section 6. Powers of Board. The Board may adopt reasonable bylaws 

and regulations not inconsistent with these rules: 

(1) Concerning membership and the classification of 

membership; 

(2) Concerning the enrollment and privileges of the 

membership; 

(3) Providing for other officers of the Alaska Bar, 

the time, place and method of their selection, and their respec-

tive powers, duties, terms of office and compensation; 

(4) Concerning annual and special meetings; 

(5) Concerning the collection, deposit and disburse

ment of membership and admission fees, penalties and all other 

funds; 

(6) Providing for the organization and government of 

local subdivisions of the Alaska Bar; 

(7) To contract and arrange for the publication of an 

Alaska Law Journal; 

(8) Providing for all other matters, whether similar to 

the foregoing or not, affecting in any way whatsoever the organi

zation and functioning of the Alaska Bar. The bylaws and regula

tions adopted by the Board or the members of the Alaska Bar under 

these rules shall not be subject to the Administrative Procedure 

Act. 
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RULE 5. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 1. Membership. There shall be an executive committee 

consisting of the officers of the Board of Governors. 

Section 2. Chairman; Minutes of Meeting. The President shall 

preside at meetings of the executive committee and the Secretary 

shall keep minutes of its proceedings. The minutes of each meeting 

of the executive committee shall be submitted to the next meeting 

of the Board of Governors. 

Section 3. Powers. Unless otherwise ordered by the Board of 

Governors, the executive committee may exercise all of the powers 

and perform all of the duties of the Board between meetings of 

the Board. The executive committee shall prepare an annual budget 

for submission to the Board of Governors and shall perform such 

other duties as the Board may from time to time prescribe. 

Section 4. Meetings. The executive committee shall meet at the 

call of the President, or upon the call of the Secretary upon 

written application of a majority of its members, upon 48 hours 

notice by mail, telegraph or telephone. A majority of the members 

of the executive committee shall constitute a quorum. Action by 

a majority of the members present at a meeting shall constitute 

action by the executive committee. 

RULE 6 

MEETINGS OF THE ALASKA BAR 

Section 1. Annual Meeting. There shall be an annual meeting of 

members of the Alaska Bar. The Board of Governors shall determine 

the time and place of the annual meeting and shall arrange therefor 

a suitable program which shall include an address by the President. 

Reports of officers and reports of proceedings of the Board of 

Governors and the executive committee subsequent to the last 
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previous annual meeting shall be presented to the meeting. The 

election of officers of the Alaska Bar shall be held at the 

annual meeting. 

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the members of 

the Alaska nar may be called by the Board of Governors, and shall 

be called by the Secretary whenever he receives a petition signed 

by 35 percent of the active members of the Alaska Bar requesting 

such meeting and specifying the purpose thereof, and the meeting 

shall be convened accordingly within 45 days after the Secretary 

receives such petition. It shall be the duty of the Iloard of 

Governors to fix the time and place for every special meeting, 

to make suitable arrangements therefor, and to cause the Secretary 

to give notice thereof to the members. 

Section 3. Quorum. A majority of the active members registered 

and present in person at any annual or special meeting shall con

stitute a quorum. No member shall be entitled to be represented 

by proxy. 

Section 4. Notice. Notice of the time and place of every annual 

meeting of members shall be mailed by the Secretary to all members 

of the Alaska Bar at least thirty days prior to the meeting. Notice 

of the time, place and purpose of every special meeting of members 

shall be mailed by the Secretary to all members of the Alaska Bar 

at least ten days prior to the meeting. 

Section 5. Recommendations to Iloard of Governors. The active 

members present in person at any annual or special meeting of 

members of the Alaska Bar may consider and adopt any proposal 

pertinent to the purposes of the association; provided that every 

such proposal which is adopted shall constitute a recommendation 

from the membership to the Board, and shall be referred accordingly 

to the Board for such action as they may deem proper, except as 

otherwise required in the case of a direction for a referendum 
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under the provisions of Rule 7 or in the case of a proposal for 

amendment of these rules. 

RULE 7 

REFERENDlTI4 PROCEDURE 

Section 1. Governors May Initinte. The Board of Governors may at 

any time upon an affirmative vote of two-thirds o.!:. its members 

refer to the active members of the Alaska Bar for determination 

by mail ballot any question of association policy. 

Section 2. I1embers May Initiate by Petition. The Board of Governors 

shall, in like manner, submit for determination by the active member::; 

of the,Alask.n Bar any question of association policy, including pro

posals for changes in the rules or bylaws, whenever directed so to 

do by a petition signed by 25 percent of the active members of the 

Alaska Bar. 

Section 3. Procedure. Ballots for use in any such referendum shall 

be prepared, distributed, returned and counted in accordance with 

regulations prescribed by the Board of Governors. The result of 

the referendum, as determined by a majority of the votes cast, when 

duly ascertained shall control the action of the Alaska Bar, the 

Board of Governors, the officers, sections and committees. 

RULE o 

DISBURSEMENTS 

The Board of Governors shall make necessary appropriations 

for disbursements from the funds in the treasury to pay all neces

sary expenses of the Alaska Bar, its officers and committees. It 

shall be the duty of the Board of Governors to cause proper books 

of account to be kept and to procure an annual audit and financial 

statement by a public accountant. At each annual meeting of the 

Alaska Bar the Board of Governors shall present a financial state

ment showing assets, liabilities, receipts and disbursements of 
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the association. A copy of such statement shall be filed with the 

Clerk of the Supreme Court. 

RULE 9 

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEES, PROCEDURES AND REINSTATEMENT 

Section 1. Grounds for Discipline. Any member or lawyer may be 

reprimanded, suspended, disciplined or disbarred for any of the 

following causes: 

(a) Conviction of any felony. Conviction of any misde

meanor involving moral turpitude. The record of such conviction 

shall be conclusive evidence of the same. Upon such conviction, a 

member shall be automatically suspended for a period not to exceed 

ninety days, during \·1hich period the local grievance committee in 

the area where the conviction took place shall promptly undertake 

proceedings to secure a final determination of the member's right 

to practice. This subsection does not affect the power of a court 

to grant injunctive relief or to punish for contempt. 

(b) Hillful disobedience or violation o.Z any order of a 

court requiring him to do or to forbear from doing any act con

nected with, or in the course of, his profession, which he ought 

in good faith to do, or forbear from doing. 

(c) Violation of his oath as an attorney, or of his duties 

as an attorney and counselor. 

(d) Corruptly or willfully, and without authority, appearing 

as an attorney for a party to an action or proceeding. 

(e) Lending his name to be used as an attorney by another 

person who is not an attorney licensed to practice law in the State 

of Alaska. 

(f) For the commission of any act involving moral turpitude, 

dishonesty or corruption, whether the same be committed in the course 

of his relations as an attorney, or otherwise, and whether the same 

constitutes a felony or misdemeanor or not. If the act constitutes 
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a felony or misdemeanor, conviction thereof in a criminal proceeding 

shall not be a condition precedent to disbarment, reprimand or sus

pension from practice. 

(g) Misrepresentation or concealment of a material fact 

made in his application for admission or in support thereof. 

(h) Disbarment by any foreign court of competent jurisdiction. 

(i) Practicing law with or in cooperation with a disbarred 

or suspended attorney, or maintaining an office for the practice of 

law in a room or office occupied or used, in whole or in part, by 

a disbarred or suspended attorney, or permitting a disbarred or sus

pended attorney to use his name for the practice of law, or practicing 

law for and on behalf of a disbarred or suspended attorney, or 

practicing law under any arrangement or. understanding for the divi

sion of fees or compensation of any kind with a disbarred or sus

pended attorney, or any person not a licensed attorney. 

(j) Gross incompetency in the practice of his profession. 

(k) Membership in any party or organization having for its 

purpose or object the overthrow of the United States Government by 

force or violence. 

(1) Incompetence in the profession or misconduct in or out

side of the practice of the profession tending to show that he is 

an unfit or unsafe person to enjoy the privileges of the profession 

or to manage the business of others in the capacity of attorney or 

which tends to bring reproach upon the profession or injure it in 

the favorable opinion of the public. 

(m) Willfully misleading or deceiving the court or committing 

any act which tends to pervert or obstruct justice or its adminis

tration. 

(n) Soliciting business or litigation or knowingly accepting 

litigation or business procured by solicitation. 

(o) The publication of professional cards, or other adver

tising, except in periodicals approved by the American Bar Association, 

and in instances approved by the American Bar Association, is 
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prohibited. Listings in telephone directories shall not be in bold 

type or contain information not approved by the said Association. 

(p) Violation of the rules of professional conduct set 

forth in the Canons of Professional Ethics. 

Section 2. Grievance Committees. The President, with the consent 

of the Board of Governors, at its first meeting each year shall 

appoint such grievance committees as are necessary, including com

mittees at Ketchikan, Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks. Each com

mittee shall consist of at least three active members of the Alaska 

Bar whose offices are located in the same area. One member shall 

be designated chairman by the President. At any time the President 

may appoint an additional grievance committee with the consent of 

the Board. Each committee shall convene as often as necessary at 

a time and place designated by the chairman. A majority of the 

committee shall constitute a quorum. The action of the majority of 

the quorum shall be the action of the committee. Members of com

mittees serve at the pleasure of the President, and vacancies shall 

be filled by the President pending action by the Board. Members of 

the Board may be members of a grievance committee. 

Section 3. Powers of Grievance Committee. Each grievance committee 

shall have the responsibility and the power and authority to investi

gate, hear, receive evidence, make findings of fact and recommenda

tions on any matter of alleged misconduct or reinstatement within its 

area, subject to the right of the Court to take final action thereon. 

Section 4. Alaska Bar Counsel; Investigation. At any time, at the 

request of a grievance committee, the President shall employ counsel 

to represent the Alaska Bar in any investigation or proceeding before 

a grievance committee or any court. Likewise, at the request of a 

grievance committee or such counsel, the President shall employ compe

tent investigators to assist the committee or counsel. It shall be 

the duty of counsel to investigate or cause to be investigated any 

-14-



matters of alleged misconduct, to prepare and file all pleadings and 

present all available evidence and arguments on behalf of the Alaska 

Bar bearing on discipline or reinstatement, and to prosecute each 

such matter in accordauce with these rules. The chairman of each 

grievance committee shall have the right to order an informal investi

gation to be made by the committee without requesting that counsel be 

appointed. Whenever any investigation discloses that a crime may 

have been committed, the chairman shall have the authority to request 

any law enforcement office in this state to assist in any investi

gation and to furnish all available information concerning the re

spondent. All state, borough and city law enforcement officers shall 

promptly comply with every such request. Written reports of all 

investigations shall be made to the grievance committee and copies 

shall be supplied to the Board of Governors and to any counsel employed 

by the Board to investigate or prosecute the proceedings. 

Section 5. Initial Complaint Procedures. All complaints of mis

conduct shall be in writing, and if practicable signed by the person 

complaining. The complainant shall make a brief statement of the 

details of each act of alleged misconduct and the approximate time 

and place thereof. Uithin three days after receipt by the committee, 

or any member thereof, the chairman shall serve copies on the re

spondent in accordance with section 20 of this rule. Copies shall, 

within the same time, be mailed to the President and the Clerk of 

the Supreme Court. It shall be the duty of the respondent within ten 

days after service to make a full and fair disclosure in writing of 

all the material facts and circumstances pertaining to his conduct 

in relation to matters set forth in the statement. The deliberate 

failure to make disclosure or any knowing misrepresentation or con

cealment of any facts and circumstances by the respondent shall be 

grounds for discipline. The respondent shall serve and mail copies 

of his disclosure in the same manner as provided for the service of 

the statement by the grievance committee and shall serve the chairman 

of such committee. 
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Section 6. Informal Consideration. Uithin twenty days after receipt 

of respondent's disclosure, the chairman shall convene the committee 

for an informal consideration of the statement, disclosure, and any 

investigative reports. It shall be the duty of the respondent to 

attend any meeting when requested to do so by the chairman or com

mittee and to answer fully and fairly all questions pertaining to 

his conduct that may be put to him by the chairman or other members 

of the committee, or by counsel for the Alaska Bar, or the com

plainant. The informal proceeding shall be electronically recorded 

with facilities provided bf the Alaska Court System and the record 

thereof preserved by the committee. Before the conclusion of the 

meeting, the committee shall decide for dismissal, reprimand or 

formal action. 

Section 7. Dismissal; Reprimand; Procedures. If the grievance com

mittee decides that there are no grounds for discipline, it shall 

dismiss the matter. If the committee decides that the facts are 

sufficient to warrant only a private reprimand, it ::;hall forthwith 

administer such reprimand, unless a formal hearing is demanded by 

the respondent. The chairman shall forthwith report such dismissal 

or reprimand in writing to the PresiJent and the Clerk of the Supreme 

Court, together with a statement of the committee's reasons. Dispo

sition by dismissal or reprimand shall be subject to the approval of 

the President, who shall approve or disapprove within ten days of 

receipt of the committee's report. A copy of the President's written 

action on the report shall be filed with the committee and the Clerk 

of the Supreme Court. The President, in his discretion, may review 

the electronic record oi the informal consideration. 

Section 8. Formal Complaint; Hearing. If the grievance committee 

finds that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the respondent 

is guilty of misconduct warranting discipline by the Court, written 

report shall be made in the manner provided for dismissals or repri

mands in section 7 of this rule. In such event, or if respondent 
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demands, or if the President orders a formal hearing, a formal com-

plaint, conforming generally with the pro1isions of section 21 of 

this rule, and setting iorth the facts of the alleged misconduct, 

shall be prepared and signed by counsel for the Afa.ska Bar. If such 

counsel has not theretofore been employed, the President shall forth-

with do so. The formal complaint shall be filed with the grievance 

committee within five days alter the date of the committee's report, 

or the President's order. Uron the filing of the formal complaint, 

the chairman shall fix a time and place for hearing thereon. The 

chairman shall without delay cause a written notice of the hearing 

together with a copy of the formal complaint to be served on the 

respondent in accordance with sections 20 and 21 of this rule. The 

chairman shall mail copies of the notice and complaint to the 

President and the Clerk of the Supreme Court. The serving of notice 

of hearing shall be conclusive evidence of the finding of reasonable 

cause to belie:Je that the respondent is guilty of the alleged mis

conduct. Formal hearing on the formal complaint shall be held within 

ten days after its service on respondent unless further time is 

allowed by the chairman for good cause shown. 

'ection 9. Answer; Hearing Procedure. The respondent shall file an 

answer to the formal complaint. Such answer shall be in writing, 

verified by the respondent, and filed with the committee and the 

Clerk of the Supreme Court. The respondent shall serve copies there-

of on the President and on counsel for the Alaska Bar whose name 

appears on the complaint. Filing and service shall be made within 

five days after service of the notice of hearing, unless further 

time is allowed by the chairman 0£ the committee for good cause 

shown. The answer shall conform generally to the form suggested in 

section 21 of this rule. If the answer is not filed and served 

within the time limited, and no extension of time has been granted, 

the complaint may be taken as confessed. It shall be the duty of the 

respondent to appear in person before the grievance committee at the 
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formal hearing. Respondent. may be represented by counsel, who shall 

enter his appearance. At the formal hearing it shall be the duty of 

the respondent to present himself for cross-examination and to answer 

2ully and fairly, under oath, all questions pertaining to his con

duct that may be put to him. An electronic recording of the hearing 

shall be made with facilities provided by the Alaska Court System and 

the hearing shall be conducted, as nearly as may be, in conformity 

with the procedure established for the trial of non-jury civil cases 

in the superior court. 

Section 10. Voluntary Surrender of License. No request by a member 

of the Alaska Dar that his name be stricken from the official register 

of attorneys shall be considered or act.ed upon by the noard or Court 

while any matter of misconduct alleged to have been committed by him 

is pending, unless such request is incorporated in and made a part 

of a written answer to a formal complaint admitting the facts of the 

alleged misconduct set forth in the complaint. Every such request 

may be considered as a voluntary surrender by the respondent of his 

certificate to practice law, and shall entitle the grievance com-

mittee, in its discretion, to fin<l that the charges of misconduct 

are true and uncontested, and to make and file its certified report 

with recommendations for discipline without further proceedings. 

Section 11. Hearing; Findings; Recommendations. If upon formal 

hearing the grievance committee finds that the charges of misconduct 

are not established by a preponderance of the evidence, the committee 

shall dismiss the complaint. If the grievance committee finds that 

the charges of misconduct are established by a preponderance of the 

evidence and are such as to warrant discipline only by way of private 

reprimand, the committee shall administer such reprimand. 

If the grievance committee finds that the charges of miscon

duct are established by a preponderance of the evidence and are such 

as to warrant discipline by the Supreme Court, the committee shall 
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make a written report of its findings of fact and recommendations for 

discipline and forward them to the Clerk of the Supreme Court, to-

gether with the electronic recording and a summary statement of all 

previous misconduct :for which the respondent has been disciplined. 

Copies of the findings, recommendations and summary statement shall 

be mailed to the President and served on respondent or his counsel 

within ten deys after the hearing is concluded. In the event of 

dismissal or private reprimand, the committee shall likewise make, 

mail and serve findings and recommendations and forward the electronic 

recording. 

Section 12. Petition for Review. If private reprimand has been 

administered or if discipline has been recommended, the respondent, 

within five days after the date of filing the committee's report 

with the Clerl~ of the Supreme Court, may petition the Court for 

review of the proceedings, findings and recommendations of the com

mittee. In the event of dismissal or pri1ate reprimanJ, the 

President may likewise petition the Court :for revie't-1. 

Section 13. n . i.eview. All reviet·1s shall be on the record unless the 

Court, in its discretion, grants a hearing de no·10, :i..n whole or in 

part. Following review, the Court shall enter a final order dis-

posing of the matter as it sees fit. 

Section 14. Procedure When Uncontested. If no petition for review 

is made within the time limited, the Court may issue an order of dis-

missal, reprimand, disbarment, suspension, or order review on its 

own motion, as it sees fit. 

Section 15. Procedure on Reinstatement. No person whose certificate 

to practice law has been revoked, surrendered, or suspended shall be 

reinstated as a member of the Alaska Bar otherwise than upon a 

verified petition filed with the Court. No petition shall be enter-

tained until after the expiration oi any minimum period of time 
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specified in the order of discipline. The petitioner shall serve 

nine copies of the petition on the President, together with nine 

copies of each of the following: 

(a) Judgment or order of conviction or suspension, together 

with all findings oi the grievance committee and opinions of courts, 

if any, recommendations, decisions and record of the proceedings by 

virtue of which the petitioner stands suspended or disbarred. 

(b) i\11 prior petitions for reinstatement which may have 

been ii led in his behalf,. and all findings, decisions, or orders made 

or entered in connection there,11ith. The petitioner must, at such time 

as may be required, furnish such other information as in the opinion 

of the Board may be necessary or desired. In addition to any other 

requirement hereof, the petition itself shall set forth fully and 

accurately the following information covering the period between the 

date of disbarment or suspension or resignation, as the case may be, 

and the date of filing the petition, to-wit: (1) name, age, resi

dence, address and number and relation of dependents of the peti

tioner; (2) the offense or misconduct upon which the disbarment or 

suspension was based, together uith the date of such disbarment or 

suspension or, in the case of resignation from the Al~ska Bar, the 

reason for hia resigning; (3) the names and addresses of all com

plaining witnesses in any disciplinary proceeding uhich resulted in 

the disbarment or suspension and the names and addresses of the 

justices or committee members before whom such disciplinary pro

ceedings were held or of the trial judge, complaining witnesses, 

and prosecuting attorney, if disbarment was based upon conviction 

of a felony or misdemeanor invol1ing moral turpitude; (4) the nature 

of petitioner's occupation, in detail, during said period with the 

names and addresses of all partners, associates in business and 

employers, if any, and dates and duration of all such relations or 

employment; (5) a statement showing the approximate monthly earnings 

and other income of petitioner and the sources from '·1hich all such 

earnings and incomes were derived during the said period; (6) a 
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statement showing all financial obligations of petitioner at date of 

filing the petition together with the dates the same were incurred 

and the names and addresses of all creditors; (7) a statement showing 

dates, general matters and ultimate disposition of any matter in

vol·ling arrest or prosecution of the said petitioner; (D) a complete 

and concise statement of facts claimed to justiiy reinstatement to 

the Alaska Bar. 

The President shall assign the petition to a grievance com

mittee for investigation and hearing in the same manner as matters 

oi: alleged mi::iconduct, e;ccept that all hearings on ouch petition 

shall be public, and the committee shall recommend the granting or 

denial of the petition only aiter personally examining the petitioner 

under oath. No person shall be recommended for reinstatement unless 

his eligibility for reinstatement, considered in the light of the 

misconduct ior which he was disciplined, has been established by 

evidence that is clear and convincing. The President, upon receipt 

of a copy of the petition, shall cause notice thereof to be given 

to each member of the Alaska Dar in such manner as the President 

deems expeditious. The President or any member of the Alaska Bar 

may object to any recommendation for reinstatement and may do so 

not later than sixty days after such recommendation has been filed 

with the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Section 16. Subpoenas; Evidence. Each grievance committee of the 

Alaska Dar ::;hall have the power to issue subpoenas, including sub

poenas duces tecum, and to cause evidence, including testimony, to 

be taken under oath, and to rule upon the admissibility oi: such 

evidence according to the rules of evidence in civil cases, in any 

matter of misconduct or reinstatement assigned to the committee for 

investigation and hearing under this rule. Any member of a grievance 

committee is authorized to administer such oath. Uitnesses commanded 

by subpoena to appear and give evidence before a grievance committee 

shall be paid the oame fees and mileage as witnesses subpoenaed to 

testify in the superior court. All such subpoenas shall be issued 
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in the name of the Alaska .Gar Acsociation c:nd be signed by any mem-

ber of a grievance committee. Hitnesses may be permitted to testify 

by affirmation, rather than under oath, in proper cases. 

Section 17. rreinstatement after Suspension for Nonpayment. Whenever 

any member 0£ the Alaska Dar applies for reinstatement after having 

been suspended for nonpayment oZ membership clues, <:he <!pplication 

shall be granted upon the payment of delinquent dues and any penalties 

pro'Jided by the bylaws when it <ippears that the <ipplicant' s member-

ship dues ha'Je not been in arrears for more than tuo consecutive 

years. The application shall not otherwise be grc:nted unless rein-

statement is ordered by the Court. If the spplicant in such case 

petitions the Court :for reinstatement, the petition shall set forth 

a description of the petitioner's business and professional activi-

ties during the period of suspension, shall state uhether or not such 

activities have included the practice of law and, if so, the particu-

lars in that regard. The petitioner shall file o copy of the petition 

with the President and shall pay the full amount oi membership dues 

then in arrears, including accrued penalties. Thereupon, the Presi-

dent shall cause an investigation to be made by a grie•!ance committee 

concerning the petitioner's business and professional activities 

during the period of his suspension and his eligibility for rein

statement as a member of the 1\L'.:Gka Bar. It shall be the duty of the 

petitioner to appear before the committee in person, if requested to 

do so, and to answer oral or t·1ritten interrogatorien relative to his 

eligibility ior reinstatement. Failure on his part to appear and 

answer interrogatories, or any concealment or misrepresentation in 

that regard, shall be grounds for denying the petition. Upon com

pletion of such investigation, the committee's report containing its 

findings and recommendations Hith respect to the petitioner's eligi-

bility for reinstatement, and also the recommendations of the Presi-

dent with respect thereto, shall be filed by the Pre::;ident with the 

Court. Heuring on the petition for reinstatement shall be deferred 
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until such report and recommendations shall ha1e bsen filed. The 

petitioner shall be required to reimburse the Alaska Bar for the 

reasonable expenses of the investigation. 

Section 18. Depositions. The testimony of any witness may be taken 

by deposition in any matter pending before a grievance committee. 

Section 19. Contempt. The neglect or refusal of any person without 

just cause to appear and give evidence as demanded in any subpoena 

issued and ser·1ed pursuant to this rule, or to be sworn or to affirm, 

or to answer any proper question put to him, shall be a contempt of 

the Supreme Court and shall be punishable as such by any justice 

thereof. The neglect or refusal of any member of a grievance com

mittee or appointed counsel to perform· with dispatch the duties 

imposed by these rules shall be a contempt of the Supreme Court, 

punishable as such by any justice thereof. 

Section 20. Service. Whenever the service of any notice or other 

paper is required by any section of this rule, such service shall be 

valid if made personally anywhere the recipient may be found, or by 

certified mail, or upon counsel of record in accordance with the rules 

of procedure pertaining to service of papers on counsel. 

Section 21. Forms; Complaint; Notice; Answer. The following forms 

are intended for illustration only. 

(a) Complaint 

STATE OF ALASKA 

BEFORE THE ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
AT , ALASKA 

Alaska Bar Association ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

--~~~~~~~~---
, Respondent. ) 

Action No. 
COMPLAINT 

The Alaska Bar Association complains and alleges that the 
respondent, , a member of the Alaska Bar, is guilty 
of misconduct committed as follows: 
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I. 

The respondent, at , in the Judicial 
District, State of Alaska, on or about the day of .._.,, ___ _ 
19 , did (here state essential facts constituting the offense 
charged), contrary to the provisions of Alaska Bar Rule 
Section ~----

Dated and signed at -------• Alaska, this 
of ----------• 19 __ 

day 

ALASKl\ BAR ASSOCIATION 

By------~-----Counse 1 

(b) Notice of Hearing 

STATE OF ALASKA 

BEFORE Til.E ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
AT , ALASKA 

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

, Respondent. ) 
~~~~~~~ ) 

Action No. 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

TO the above Respondent: 

You are hereby notified that a complaint against you for mis
conduct has been filed with the Grievance Committee of the Alaska Bar 
Association, a copy of which complaint is served herewith. You shall 
file your verified answer to said complaint within five (5) days from 
the date of service of this notice upon you. In case you default in 
so answering, the committee shall ha'le such further proceedings on 
the complaint as the rules provide. Copies of your answer must be 
filed with this Grievance Committee at , Alaska, and with 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court. Copies of the answer must be served 
on counsel for the Alaska Bar as shown on the complaint, and the 
President of the Alaska Bar. 

Dated and signed at -------' Alaska, this ---- day 
of ----------• 19 __ _ 

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 
By its LocnLGrievnnce Committee 
at , Alaska 

Chairman (or Member) 
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(c) Answer 

STATE OF ALASKA 
BEFORE THE ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

AT , ALASKA 

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

, Respondent. ) 
~~~~~~~ ) 

Action No. 
ANS HER 

~-~---,-------~' Respondent, who resides at 
and whose address is in the City of 
and who maintains his principal office for the pract~i-c_e_o~f,,.....,lra-w_a_t __ 
_ a_s.....,f-o""'l~l-o_w_s_: __ , answers the complaint in the abo,,re entitled matter 

I. 

Admits the following matters charged in the complaint: 

II. 

Denies the following matters charged in the complaint: 

III. 

Explains or justifies the following matters charged in the 
complaint: 

IV. 

Sets forth new matter and other defenses not previously stated 
as follows: 

i·iHEREFORE, the respondent prays that the complaint be dismissed 

Dated and signed at _____ , Alaska, this day of 

~--------' 19_~ 

STATE OF ALASKA 
DISTRICT 

) 
) ss. 

Respondent 

Attorney for Respondent 

, being sworn on his oath says: I am the 
responde-n~t-n_a_m_e_d..--i~n-a_n_d-.-w-h~o executed the foregoing Answer; that I have 
read the same, know the contents thereof and believe the statements to 
be true. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SHORN to before me this __ day of __ , 19 

Notary Public for Alaska. 
My commission expires: -------
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Section 22. Restrictions on Publicity. No investigation or hearing 

of any matter of misconduct conducted by a grievance committee shall 

be open to the public, and none of the records or files of any griev

ance committee shall be disclosed to, or examined by, anyone other 

than members of the committee, the Board of Governors, the President, 

counsel employed by the Alaska Bar, the Supreme Court, the named 

respondent and his counsel, and employees authorized by any of the 

foregoing. All papers and the electronic tape on file with the 

Supreme Court concerning misconduct shall be suppressed by order of 

the Court without formal application and shall remain subject to 

such restriction until the time fixed for hearing thereon in open 

court. Any violation of these restrictions shall be a contempt of 

the Court and punishable as such. Nothing herein shall apply to 

proceedings or papers dealing with petitions for reinstatement. The 

foregoing restrictions on publicity are for the protection of the 

member under investigation and may be waived.by him in writing. Such 

waiver must be as to all of the restrictions contained in this section 

and not as to a part only. 

Section 23. Expenses. It shall be the duty of the chairman of each 

grievance committee to ascertain the expenses of investigation and 

hearing of each matter of misconduct and reinstatement considered by 

such committee and include an itemized statement of the amount there

of in its report to the President. The Board of Governors shall 

approve and honor expenses so approved as provided in rule 8. 

Section 24. Amendments. Amendments to any complaint, petition, 

notice, answer, report, or order may be made at any time prior to 

the final court order. The party affected by the amendment shall be 

given a reasonable opportunity to meet any new matter presented 

thereby. 

Section 25. Construction. Process and procedure under this rule 

shall be as summary as may be reasonable. No investigation or 
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proceedings hereunder shall be held invalid by reason of any nonpreju

dicial irregularity, nor for any error not resulting in a miscarriage 

of justice. The provisions in the various sections of this rule shall 

be liberally construed for the protection of the public, the court3 

and the legal profession, and shall apply to all pending matters of 

misconduct and reinstatement so far as may be practicable, and to all 

future matters notwithstanding the alleged misconduct occurred prior 

to the effective date hereof. To the extent that application of any 

provision of this rule to any pending matter shall not be practicable, 

the rules in effect at the time this rule becomes effective shall 

continue to apply. The powers invoked by the various sections of this 

rule are in addition to, and not a substitution for, other powers 

possessed by the courts of this state, and by the Attorney General. 

All proceedings under this rule are declared to possess the charac-

teristics and incidence of the judicial function, including the 
I 

incidence of privilege as to statements made therein. 

RULE 10 

PRACTICE OF LAU 

When done by a person who has not been admitted to practice 

law in this state, the unauthorized practice of law sh.all include 

conveyancing, incorporation service, preparation or drafting of 

wills, leases, mortgages, bills of sale, contracts and deeds; pro

vided that magistrates, United States Commissioners, and notaries 

public in recording districts where no authorized attorney resides 

may be allowed to prepare leases, bills of sale, mortgages, wills, 

deeds and contracts. The unauthorized practice of law shall also 

include the preparation and drafting of such other legal instruments 

as involve the determination of the legal effect of words, .facts, 

circumstances and conditions, and, except as herein otherwise so 

provided, it shall also include the preparation of pleadings or the 

appearance as attorney or counsel in any court of the state by any 

person not an active member of the Alaska Bar; provided, that a law 

-27-



clerk for and under the supervision of an attorney may do any of the 

things above enumerated except that he shall not appear as attorney 

or counsel in any court oi the state. 

RULE 11 

ADMISSION TO PRACTICE L\W 

Section 1. Application for Admission. Every person desiring to be 

admitted to the Alaska Bar shall execute under oath and file with 

the Secretary of the association his completed application in dupli

cate, with two complete sets of fingerprints and two 2 11 x 3'' photo

graphs showing a front view of head and shoulders and in such form 

as may be required by the Board of Governors. No application shall 

be granted unless the applicant is at the time oi filing thereof a 

citizen of the United States 01er twenty-one (21) years of age, a 

graduate of a law school approved by the American Bar Association, 

or an attorney in good standing in the bar of another state or terri

tory, and has been a resident of the state for a least sixty days 

before the date of application for admission by examination or by 

reciprocity. The date for the examination for admission or the date 

for certification by the Board that the person be admitted by reci

procity shall be at least ninety days after the application is made. 

Additional proof of any fact stated in the application may be re

quired by the Board. In the event of the failure or refusal of an 

applicant to furnish any information or proof, or to answer any 

interrogatory of the Board pertinent to the pending application, the 

Board may deny the application. The form of application shall be 

provided by the Board and the contents thereof may be such as the 

Board may direct from time to time. 

Section 2. Attorney Applicants. To be certified as an attorney 

applicant for admission to practice law in Alaska, a person shall: 

(a) File an application as required by section 1 and pay 

the fees required by section 7. 
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{b) Comply with the citizenship, age and resiJence require-

ments set forth in section 1. 

(c) Have been admitted to practice in another state, terri

tory, or the District of Columbia, where the requirements for admis

sion are substantially equivafont to those of Alaska. The applicant 

shall submit with his application a certificate from the clerk or 

other officer of the highest court of record of such state, terri

tory, or the District of Columbia, in which he has previously been 

admitted, or from the clerk of the court of such state, territory, 

or District, by which attorneys are admitted, under the seal of the 

court showing that the applicant has been admitted to, and is entitled 

to practice in such state, territory, or District, and the date of 

his admission. 

(d) Submit with his application satisfactory evidence that 

he has been actively engaged in the practice of law in such state, 

District, or territory, or has held a judicial position therein, or 

has been engaged in the teaching of law in an approved law school 

therein, and is at the time of filing his application, a member in 

good standing in the bar of such state, District, or territory. 

{e) Be of good moral character. Hith his application, the 

applicant shall submit a certificate from the chief justice or other 

member of the highest court of the state, territory, or District, in 

which he has previously been admitted to practice, under the seal of 

the court, certifying that the applicant is in good standing at the 

bar of the court and is an honorable and worthy member of the profes-

sion, and if the applicant comes from a place where there is a local 

bar association, he shall also submit a recommendation from the presi

dent and secretary of such association. If either of these certifi

cates cannot be procured because of lack of acquaintance or lack of 

existence of a local bar association, then the applicant may present 

in lieu thereof a certificate of the judge of the highest court of 

record in the county or counties in which such applicant was so en-

gaged in practice or was holding such judicial or teaching position, 
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and recommendations from at least three members of the local bar oI 

the county where he last practiced. If, for sufficient reason, the 

applicant cannot obtain any of the recommendations required, the 

Board of Governors may accept other satisfactory proof of his charac

ter and reputation. The certificates required by this subdivision of 

this section shall not be conclusi1e upon the Board on the question 

oi the moral or ethical fitness of the applicant. The Board shall 

cause an in•;estigation to be made as to the .Citness and character 

of such applicant and his record for professional conduct. If, upon 

a proper consideration of all the evidence in respect thereto, the 

Board is of the opinion that the applicant does not possess such 

moral and ethical qualifications, or such character and reputation 

as is consistent with the standards of the profession, the applica-

tion shall be rejected. 

(f) If the attorney applicant has [l] passed a state bar 

examination, [2] engaged in the active practice of law for at least 
\_ 

five out o.C the previous six years before filing the application, 

excluding time spent in the military service of the United States, 

[3] is a graduate of a law school accredited by the American Bar 

Association, or is a graduate of any accredited law school if he has 

been engaged in the active practice of law for at least ten years, 

and [4] meets the character requirements established by the Board, 

such applicant need not take an examination, provided he also satis-

fies the requirements of the foregoing subsections of this section. 

(g) Unless exempt therefrom under the preceding subsection, 

the applicant must have passed an examination as prescribed in sec-

tion 6 of this rule. 

Section 3. Attorney Applicants; Fees. Fees for furnishing forms and 

for processing applications shall be established from time to time by 

the Board and shall be paid, together with the annual membership fee 

required, of active members of the Alaska Bar, prior to processing an 

application. 

Section 4. E'=aminations; Time and Place. Examinations for admission 
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to the Bar shall be conducted at such times and places as the Board 

of Governors may designate. 

Section 5. Examinations; Contents. The scope and contents of exami

nations for admission by general applicants, as m:lll as attorney 

applicants, shall be as determined by the Board from time to time. 

Section 6. E:>aminations; How Conducted. Examin<::tions shall be con

ducted by or under the direction of the Board. For the purpose of 

conducting examinations, the Board shall appoint a committee of three 

or more active members of the Alaska Bar, and this committee shall 

be known as the Committee of Law Examiners. The Board shall furnish 

to this committee such clerical and other assistance as is deemed 

necessary. The Secretary of the Alaska .Bar shall certify to this 

committee on or prior to seven days preceding the morning of the 

first day of each examination the names of the persons whose applica

tions for examination have been approved by a majority of the Board. 

The Committee of Law Examiners shall have charge of the conduct of 

the examination and shall, as soon as practicable after the completion 

thereof, certify to the Board the names of the persons who have been 

successful and the names of those who have been unsuccessful in the 

taking of such examination and the grades assigned to each. 

Section 7. Examinations; Certification of Results; AJmission; Oath; 

Payment of Hembership Fees. The Board of Governors, upon receipt 

of the names certified by the Committee of Law Examiners, shall certify 

the successful applicants to the Supreme Court. Upon receiving the 

certification, unless objection is raised within five days, the Court 

will make an order admitting the applicant as an attorney at law in 

all of the courts of the state. h certificate of admission shall 

thereupon be given to the applicant by the Clerk of the Court. If 

an objection is raised, the sufficiency of the objection shall be 

determined by the Court within thirty days. 

If the Court shall order the admission of the applicant, the 

-31-



applicant shall take the :follo·wing oath before the Court o.r a justice 

thereof: 

I do solemnly swear: 

I am a citizen of the United States, and otve my 
allegiance thereto. 

I will support the Constitution and lat·m of the United 
States of America and the laws of the State of Alaska. 

I t·1ill abide by the Canons of Professional Ethics 
appro1ed by the American Bar Association, and the 
rules of the Alaska Ilar. 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice 
and judicial o£ficers. 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding 
which shall appear to me to be ill-founded, or any 
defense except such as I honestly believe to be de
batable under the laws of the land, unless it be in 
defense of a person charged with a public offense. 
I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the 
causes confided to me such means only as are con
sistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to 
mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false 
statement of fact or l<J.w. 

I Hill maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate 
the secrets of my client, and will accept no compen
sation in connection with his business e~~cept from 
him or with his knowledge and approval. 

I will abstain from all offensive personality, and 
advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or reputa
tion of a pc::rty or witness unless required by the 
justice of the cause l·iith which I am charged. 

I will never reject from any consideration personal 
to myself, the cause with which I am charged. 

I tvill never reject from any consideration personal 
to myself, the cause of the defenseless or oppressed, 
or delay any man's cause for lucre or malice. 

I c::m not now, and will not hereafter become a member 
of any party or organization having for its purpose 
or object the overthrm·1 of the United States Govern
ment by force or violence, or the advocacy thereof. 

So help me God. 

This oath sha 11 thereupon be reduced to l·1ri ting, subscribed 

before the Court before whom it is taken in duplicate. One copy 

shall be :i:iled with the Court imd one copy shall be forwarded to the 

Secretary of the Alaska Bar. The applicant shall pay the membership 

fee, if any, required of netv members of the Alaska Dar for the cur-

rent year, and Ghall thereupon be enrolled. as an acti·1e member of 
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that association, and upon such enrollment shall be entitled to prac

tice law in this state. 

Section 3. E"camination; Failure. /\.ny applicant "iho has failed to 

pass an examinction shall be promptly notified by the S~cretary. 

Any applicnnt who has taken the e~~nmination three times and failed 

shall not be permitted to tal:e another examination except by special 

permission of the Board of Governors. The same applicntion fee shall 

be charged for each additional examination. 

Section 9. Special Investigations. The Board may refer any appli

cation to any existing committee of the Alaska Bar or to a special 

committee for the purpose of investigating and making recommendations 

on any matter in connection ~·lith said ap.plication. Any applicant 

may be required to appear before the Board or any committee of the 

Alaska Bar upon reasonable notice and submit to an exnmination 

touching any matters deemed by the Board relevant to a proper con

sideration of the pending application. 

RULE 12 

L\l·illNDHZNT 

Section 1. Amendment of Rules. Proposals ior amendment or abrogation 

oi the Alasl:a Bar Rules may be presented to the Court by petition of 

the Board of Governors or by a resolution of the i\laska Bar approved 

by a vote of a majority of the members present at a meeting of the 

association. 

Section 2. Amendment of Bylaus. The provisions of the Bylaws of the 

Alaska Bar shall be subject to amendment or abrogation by resolution 

adopted by vote of two-thirds of the members of the Board of Governors, 

or by action of the members of the Alaska Bar expressed through the 

referendum procedure defined in rule 7. When any change in the by

laws has been made, the Secretary shall publish notice thereof, 

including a copy of the amendatory resolution, in such manner as the 
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Board may direct, and he shall file a certified copy thereof with 

the Clerk of the Supreme Court. A petition for review of any such 

change in the bylaws will be entertained by the Supreme Court if 

signed by 15% of the active members of the Alaska Bar and filed 

with the Clerk of the Supreme Court within sixty days after publi

cation of notice of such change. 

RULE 13 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF RULES 

The Rules of the Alaska Bar Association shall take effect 

on June 1, 1964 •. 
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