
'l'HE SU?REME COUR'l' OF 'l'HE STA'l'E OF ALASKA 

ORDER NO. 75 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

Vacating Supreme Court 
Order No. 64, and Approving 
Rules ~ the Alaska Bar 
Association Relating to 
Grievance Procedures and 
Admiss:ions 

l. Order No. 64 of this Court is vacated effective on the 

8th day of February, 1965. 

nated as Rule I, providing for regulation of the professional 

cond.uct of all members of the Association, and Rule II,, fixing 

the qual11"1cations,, requirements, and procedures for admission 

to the practice of law, are approved by this Court effective on 

the 8th day or February, 1965. 

3. All disciplinary oases pending on the date Order 

No. 64 is vacated shall be processed in accordance with the pro

visions ·or Rule 9 of the Alaska Bar Rules, and all disciplinary 

cases commenced thereafter shall be processed .1.n accordance with 

Rule I of the Alaska Bar Association, as approved in paragraph 2 

of this Order or as thereafter amended with the approval of th.is 

Court~ 

DATED: January 29, 19$5. 

Distribution: 

All ?>:embers ABA 
All Members Jud. Council 
Governor 
S/C Just:::. 
Sup/C Jd~s. 
Dist Mags 

s/ Buell A. Nesbett 
Cilef Justice 

s/ John H. Dimond 
Associate Jus~ice 

s/ Harry 0. Arend 
Associate Justice 
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(_'7· ;. I; RULE I. 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES AND REINSTATEMENT 

section 1. Grounds of Discipline. Any member or lawyer way 

be reprimanded, suspended, disciplined or disbarred for any of the 

following causes: 

(a) Conviction of any felony. Conviction o~ any misdemeanor 

involving moral turpitude. The record of such conviction shall be 

conclusive evidence of the same. Upon such conviction, a member 

shall be automatically suspended for a period not to exceed ninety 

days, during which period the local grievance committee in the area 

where the conviction took place shall promptly undertake proceed

ings to secure a final determination of the member's right to 

practi·ce. This subsection does not affect the pow.er of a court to 

grant injunctive relief or to punish for contempt. 

· (b) Willful disobedience or violation of any order of a court 

requiring him to do or to forbear from doing any act connected with, 

or in the course of, his profession, which he ought in good faith 

to do, or forbear from doing. 

(c) Violation of his oath as art attorney, or of his duties 

as an attorney.and counselor. 

(d) Corruptly or willfully, and without authority, appearing 

as an attorney for a party to an action or proceeding. 

(e) Lending his name to be.used as an attorney by another 

person who is not an attorney licensed to practice law in the State 

of Alaska. 

(f) For the commission of any act involving moral tu..'"'!)itude, 

dishonesty or corruption, whether the same be committed in the 

course of his relations as an attorney, or otherwi.se, and whether 

the same constitutes a felony or misdemeanor or no~. If the act 

constitutes a felony or misdemeanor, conviction thereof in a crim-

inal proceeding shall not be a condition precedent to disbarment, 

-1-



( 

.·.'· 

J 
i 

•·reprimand or .suspension f'rom practice. 

{g) Mlsrepresentation or concealment of a material fact ma.de 

in his application for admission or in support thereof. 

(h) Disbarment by any foreign court of competent Jurisdiction. 

(i) Practicing law with or in cooperation with a disbarred or 

suspended attorney, or maintaining an office for the practice of 

law in a room or office occupied or used> in \'rhole or in part, by 

a disbarred or suspended attorney, or permitting a disbarred or 

suspended attorney to use his name for the practice of law, or prac

ticing law for and on behalf of a disbarred or suspended attorney, 

or practicing law under any arrangement or understanding for the 

division of fees or compensation of any kind with a disbarred or 

suspended attorney, or any person not a licensed attorney. 

(J) Gross incompetency in the practice of his profession. 

(k) Membership in any party or organization having for its 

purpose or object the overthrow of the United States Government 

by force or violence. 

(1) Incomll§~ in the profession or misconduct in or out

side of' the practice of the profession tendinB to show that he is 

an unfit or unsafe person to enjoy the privileges of the profess.ion 

or to manage the business of others in the capacity of attorney or 

which tends to bring reproach upon the profession or injure it in 

the favorable opinion of the public. 

(m) Willfully misleading or deceiving the court or committin~ 

any act whiqh tends to pervert or obstruct justice or its adminis

tration. 

(n) Soliciting business or litigation or know1ngly accepting 

litigation or business procured by solicitation. 

(o) The publication of professional cards, or other advertis

ing, except in periodicals approved by the American Bar Association, 

and in instances approved by the American Bar Association, is pro-

hibited. Listings in telephone directories shall not be in bold 

type or contain information not approved by the said association. 
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~ (p} Violation of the rules or professional conduct set forth 

in the Canons of Professional Ethics of the American Bar Association. 

Section 2. State Bar Counsel. 

(a) The Board shall employ a suitable person from among the 

members of the Association to act as couns'el for the Association 

in respect of matters of discipline and reinstatement of members, 

including the investigations and hearing incident thereto, and to 

perform such other duties as shall be required by the Board. The 

function of the State Bar Counsel is that of prosecutor. 

(b) His general function in all inves~igations and hearings 

shall be to ascertain, with the assistance provided in these rules, 

all of the material facts and to present them at the appropriate 

hearings provided below. 

(c) In the event that the State Bar Counsel finds it incon

venient or impossible to act in any case, the President may appoint 

a special state bar counsel for that case .. 

(d) It shall be his particular duty to expedite the processing 

of all complaint.s~r these rules and to check frequently on the 

status thereof until final disposition. He shall promptly report 

any abnormally delayed proceedings to the President. 

Section 3. Initial Complaint Procedures. 

(a) Any person desiring to make a complaint against a member 

of the bar may do so by letter signed by him and filed in the 

office of the Association. If making the complaint in person, such 

person shall sign a memorandum of his complaint p~epared in his 

presence in said office. The complaint shall set forth the details 

of each alleged act of misconduct and the approximate time and 

place thereof. The complaint when filed shall be immediately 

brought to the attention of the State Bar Counsel. 

(b) Upon request, any person complaining shall furnish to 

the State Bar Counsel all documentary or other evidence in his pos-

session, and the names and addresses of witnesses, and assist in 
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'sec~ing evidence in relation to the facts charged. 

( c) The State Bar Counsel may request any complainant to 

appear in person at his office for a further explanation or dis

cussion of the complaint; however, if complainant f'inds that too 

expensive or inconvenient, he shall, up::m request, make ftirther 

amplification in writing over his signature. 

(d) If the State Bar Counsel shall conclude upon examination 

of the complaint and any supporting data, that no case for disci

pline is made, he shall reconnnend to the President dismissal of 

the complaint, who, if he agrees, shall dismiss without further 

proceedings. 

(e) Immediately upon the filing of a complaint, the State 

Bar Counsel shall send a copy thereof to the President and the 

members of the Board from the judicial district in which the com

plaint originated. 

· Section 4. Investigation. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (d) of the preceding 

section, immedia.t~on receiving a complaint the President shall 

appoint two or more lawyers nearest the locale of the complaint as 

a local Investigating Committee, one of whom shall be appointed 

chairman, to investigate the complaint ·and to make a prompt written 

·report to the President, the members of the Board·of the pertinent 

judicial district-, and the State Bar Counsel. Such report shall 

contain complete findings of fact and opinion as to whether or not 

reasonable ·cause exists for further proceedings as hereinafter pro-

Vided. 

(b) Upon receipt of the complaint, the Chairman of the Inves

tigating Committee shall serve a copy on the respondent in accord

ance with these rules. Unless the time is extended by the Chairman 

on good cause shown, it shall be the duty of the respondent within 

ten days after service to make.a full and fair disclosure in writing 

of all the material facts and circumstances pertaining to his 
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~conduct in relation to matters set forth in the complaint. 

(c} As soon as respondent's written disclosure has been re

ceived by the Chairman, he shall at the earliest opportunity, and 

in no event later than twenty days after respondent's di~closure, 

convene the investigating committee for consideration of the com

plaint, the disclosure, and any and all other investigation reports. 

It shall be the duty· of the respondent to attend any meeting of the 

investigating committee, in person, accompanied by counsel if he 

so desires, and to answer fully and fairly all questions pertain

ing to his conduct that may be put to him by ·the Chairman and 

other members of the committee, or by the State Bar Counsel, or 

the c::>mplainant. 

(d) The Investigating Committee shall have power to settle> 

dispose of, and dismiss c::>mplaints of a trivial nature; pr::>vided, 

however, that a complete report ::>f the disposition of each such 

complaint shall be made to the State Bar C~unsel and the Board of 

Governors. 

(e) Settlement ~f, compromise of, or restitution in a matter 

shall not Justify the investigating committee in f'ailing to under

take or complete its investigation and repor.t thereon to the Sta·te 

Bar Counsel and the B::>ard. 

(f) If the Investigatin& Committee is of the opinion that 

no complaint should be recommended such recommendation shall not 

become effective unless concurred in by the President and the mem

bers of the· Board from the pertinent judi.cial district, by a major-· 

ity vote. If the vote is not unanimous the matter shall be referred 

to the entire Board of Governors for a decision as to whether the 

complaint shall issue as provided in the next paragraph of these 

rules. 

(g) If the Investigating Committee finds that reasonable 

cause exists for further proceedings as hereinafter provided, it 

shall promptly rep::>rt its findings of fact and opinion to the 
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President, the members of the Board from the pertinent Judicial 

district and the State Bar Counsel. 

(h) If, upon review of the findings of fact and opinion of 

the Investigating Committee, the President and the members of the 

Board from the pertinent Judicial district shall, by a majority 

vote, determine that reasonable cause eXists for I'u.rther proceed-

ings, the President shall instruct the State Bar Counsel to file 

within fifteen days a formal complaint in the office of the Associ

ation; and proceedings shall be had thereon as hereinafter pro

vided. The formal complaint, which need not be verified, shall 

set forth the particular acts or omissions of the respondent 

attorney in such detail as to enable him to know the charge against 

him and shall be signed by the President or the State Bar Counsel, 

and shall be immediately referred to the chairman or the Trial 

Committee referred to in the next section. 

Section 5. Trial Committee. Each disciplinary matter re-

ferred for hearing shall be heard by a three-member Trial Com

mittee appointed by the President at the time he s1.gns the formal 

complaint. One member shall be designated as chairman by the 

President. The Trial Committee shall be composed or (1) one member 

of the Bar from a judicial district other than the one in which 

the respondent attorney resided at the time of the occurrence of 

the alleged violation of the rules of professional conduct; and 

{2) two members of the bar available for that purpose from any

where in the state but preferably from er near to the locale in 

~shich the complaint arose. The respondent shall have the right to 

challenge members of the Trial Committee for cause, which challenge 

shall be determined by the President; and the respondent shall have 

one pre-emptory challenge. All challenges must be exercised prior 

to the hearing date. 

Section 6. Time and Place of Hearin0 . Upon receiving the 

formal complaint, the chairman shall fix a time and place for 
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• 'hearing thereon. The chairman shall without delay cause a wri.tten 

notice of hearing together with a copy of the .formal complaint to 

be served on the respondent in accordance with section 21 of this 

rule. Formal hearing on the formal complaint shall be held with

in twenty days after the filing or due date of answer unless fur

ther time is allowed by the chairman for good cause shown. 

Section 7. Answer; Hearing Procedure .. The respondent shall 

file an answer to the formal complaint in the office of the Associ

ation and shall mail copies thereof to the Trial Committee chairman 

and State Bar Counsel. such answer shall be in writing, verified 

by the respondent. Filing and service shall be made within fifteen 

days after service of the notice of hearing, unless further time 

is allowed by the chairman of the- committee for good cause shown. 

The answer shall con.form generally to the form suggested in section 

22 of this rule. If the answer is not filed and served within the 

time limited, and no extension of time has been granted, the com

plaint may be taken as confessed. It shall be the duty of the 

respondent to app~ person before the Trial Committee at the 

formal hearing, unless excused. Respondent may be represented by 

counsel, who shall enter his appearance. At the .formal hearing .it 

shall be the duty of .the respondent to present himself for cross

examination and to answer fully and fairly, under oath, all ques-

tions pertaining to his conduct that may be put to him. An 

electronic recording of the hearing shall be made with facilities 

provided by the Alaska Court System and the hearing shall be con

ducted, as nearly as may be, in conformity with the procedure 

established for the trial of non-jury civil cases in the superior 

court. 

section 8. Voluntary surrender of License. No request by a 

member of the Alaska Bar that his name be stricken from the official 

register of attorneys shall be considered or acted upon by the 

Board or Court while any matter of misconduct alleged to have been 
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committed by him is pending, unless such request is incorporated 

in and made a part of a written answer to a formal complaint ad

mitting the facts or the alleged misconduct set forth in the com

plaint. Every such request may.be considered as a voluntary sur

render by the respondent of his certificate to practice law, and 

shall entitle the Trial Committee, in its discretion, to find 

that the charges of misconduct are true and uncontested, and to 

make and file its certified report with recommendations for disci

pline without further proceedings. 

Section 9. Hearing; Findings; Recommendations. If upon for

mal hearing the Trial Committee finds that the charges of miscon

duct are not established by a preponderance of the evidence, the 

committee shall dismiss the complaint. If the Trial Committee 

finds that the charges of misconduct are established by a prepon

derance of the evidence and are such as to warrant discipline 

only by way of private reprimand, the committee shall administer 

such reprimand. 

If the Tria-l~ttee finds that the charges of misconduct 

are established by a preponderance of the evidence and are such 

as to warrant discipline by the Supreme Court, the com..'llittee shall 

make a written report of its findings of fact and recommendations 

for discipline and forward them to the State Bar Office and the 

Board of Governors. Copies of the findings, conclusions and recom-

mendations shall at the same time be served on respondent or his 

counsel. !n the event of dismissal or private reprimand, the Trial 

Committee shall likewise make, mail and serve findings and recom

mendations and forward the electronic recording, or a transcript 

. thereof. 

section 10. Statement in Support of or in Qpposition. At 

any time within twenty days after the service the State Bar 

Counsel and the respondent attorney shall have the right to file 

with the Board a typewritten statement in support of or in 

-8-



( 
-.. 

~ppo~ition to the findings, conclusions and recommendation of the 

Trial Committee, setting forth facts, alleged errors of law or·any 

other matter in support of such statement. A copy of sucl:l state-. 

ment, when filed, shall be served on the respondent attorney or 

his counsel, or State Bar Counsel, as the case may be. 

Section 11. Additional Hearing. In mald.ng the above state

ment in support of or in opposition to the findings, conclusions 

and recommendation of the Trial Committee, State Bar Counsel or 

· the respondent attorney may request an additional hearing before 

the Trial Committee based on the ground of additional evidence; 

provided, however, that such statement shall contain a complete 

outline of such additional evidence and shall set forth the reasons 

why the same was not presented at the hearing, all supported by 

affidavit or affidavits. Such request may be &ranted or denied 

in the discretion of the Board. 

Section 12. Board Review. Each proceeding in which a hear-

1n~ has occurred shall be reviewed by the Board upon the record 

made and filed in~office of the Association, together with the 

statements in support of or in opposition to such f'indings, con

clusions and recommendation. Neither State Bar Counsel nor the 

respondent attbrney shall be entitled to be heard orally in such 

reviet:, unless otherwise ordered by the B::iard. 

The Board or the chairman of the Trial Committee may have ail 

of the testimony transcribed. If a transcript of the testimony is 

made, a copy thereof shall be served upon the respondent attorney 

or his counsel and State Bar C::iunsel. 

Upon such revie111 by the Board it shall malce .findings, conclu

sions and its recommendation as to whether the formal complaint 

shall be dismissed, or there shall be no discipline, or the respon

dent attorney shall be censured, reprimanded, suspended or disbarred, 

and a copy thereof shall be served on the respondent attorney. If 

requested in writing by the person complaining against the respondent 
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·attorney, the recommendation of the Board shall be furnished to 

such person. The Board shall 'review the case within ninety days. 

after the record is ready. The Board may, in its discretion, re

mand the case-· to the Trial Committee for further proceedings. 

Ir the formal complaint is dismissed or if there is no recom

mendation of discipline by the Board or if the recommendation is 

that the respondent attorney be censured or reprimanded and the 

censure or reprimand is accepted by the respondent attorney, the 

record of the proceed.in~ shall be retained in the office of the 

Association, and such censure or repri~And shall be given privately 

by the Board. 

If the recommendation of the Board is that the respondent 

attorney be censured or reprimanded and such recommendation is not 

accepted by the respondent attoney, or if the recozmnendation is 

that the respondent attorney be suspended or disbarred, the record 

shall. be transmitted to the Supreme Court. 

If any member or members of the Board shall dissent from the 

findings, c:mclusion:! or recommendation of the majority of the 

Board, he or they shall state briefly his or their reasons there

for, and a copy shall be served upon the respondent attorne"J or· 

his cou.'1Sel. Such dissent or dissents c~.all be a part of the re-

cord. 

Any member of the Board who shall have served on the Trial 

Committee shall not participate in the revieu. 

section 13. Petition for Review. If discipline has been 

recommended, the resp:mdent, \'Ii thin thirty days after the date 

of filing the Board's report with the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 

may petition the Court for reviett of the ::troceedings, findings and 

recommendations of the Board. 

If respondent fails to pet1ti:::m for review w:i.thin the time 

herein above provided, the Supreme Court shall by order: 

(a) impose the penalty recommended by the Board; or 
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(b) remand the matter to the Board for further proceedings; or 

(c) set the matter for hearing before the Court upon notice to 

respondent or his counsel and the State Bar Counsel. 

If respondent petitions for review, or if the Court orders a 

hearing, the Court shall fix appropriate times for the filing of 

briefs prior to hearing. 

Section 14. Review. All reviews shall be on the record unless 

the Court, in its discretion, grants a hearing de novo, in .whole or 

in part. Follo\·1ing review, the Court shall enter a final order dis

posing of the matter as it sees fit. 

Section 15. Annual Report. Within thirty days after the an

nual election the State Bar Counsel shall file with the Board of 

Governors and the Clerk of the Supreme Court a report on each and 

every complaint against a member of the bar investigated by an 

Investigating Committee during the preceding Bar Association year, 

and the status, or disposition thereof. This report shall be 

signed by the State Bar Counsel and the Past President. The State 

Bar Counsel shaU,_j,..C-requested by the Supreme Court, make himself 

available for a conference on the annual report or any part thereof. 

Section 16. Procedure on Reinstatement. No person whose cer

tificate to practice.law has been revoked or surrendered or who 

has been disciplined by suspension for a year or more, shall be 

reinstated as a member of the Alaska Bar otherwise than upon a 

verified petition filed with the C::iurt. The petitioner shall 

serve nine· copies of the petition on the President, together i-1i th 

nine copies of each of the following: 

(a) Judgment or order of conviction or suspension, together 

with all findings or the grievance committee and opinions or 

courts, it: any, recommendations, decisions and record of the pro

ceedings by virtue of which the petitioner stands suspended or 

disbarred. 
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(b) All prior petitions for reinstatement which may have 

been filed in his behalf, and all findings, decisions, or-Oo'rders 

made or entered in connection therewith. The petitioner must, at 

such time as may be required, furnish such other information as 

in the opinion of the Board may be necessary or desired. In ad

dition to any other requirement hereof, the petition itself shall 

set forth fully and accurately the following inf'ormation covering 

the period between the date of disbarment or suspension or resig

nation, as the case may be, and the date of filing the petition, 

to-wit: (1) name, age, residence, address and number and rela

tion of dependents of the petitioner; (2) the offense or miscon

duct upon which the disbarment or suspension was based, together 

with the date of such disbarment or suspension or, in the case of 

resignation from the Alaska Bar, the reason for his resigning; 

(3) the names and addresses of all complaining w:i.tnesses in any 

disciplinary proceeding which resulted in the disbarment or sus

pension and the names and addresses of the justices or committee 

members before whom sach disciplinary proceedings were held or of 

the trial Judge, complaining witnesses and prosecuting attorney, 

if disbarment was based upon conviction of a felony or misdeanor 

involving moral turpitude; (4) the nature of petitioner's occu

pation, in detail, during said period with the names and addresses 

of all partners, associates in business and employers, if any, and 

dates and duration of all such relations or employment; {5) a. 

statement showing the approximate monthly earnings and other in

come of petitioner and the sources from which all such earnings 

and incomes were derived during the said period; (6) a statement 

showing all financial obligations of petitioner at date of filing 

the petitioner together \·11th the dates the same were incurred and 

the names and addresses of all creditors; (7) a statement showing 

dates, general matters and ultimate disposition of any matter in

volving arrest or prosecution of the said petitioner; (8) a complete 
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and concise statement of facts claimed to Ju.sti.1"y reinstatement to 

the Alaska Bar. · 

The President shall assign the petition to a trial committee 

for investigation and hearing in the same manner as matters of 

alleged misconduct, except that all hearings on such petition shall 

be public, and the committee shall recommend the granting or denial 

of the petition only after personally e7.amining the petitioner 

under oath. No person shall be recommended for reinstatement un

less his eligibility for reinstatement, considered in the .light 

of the misconduct for which he was disciplined, has been establinhed 

by evidence that is clear and convincina. The President, upon 

receipt of a copy of the petition, shall cause notice thereof to 

be given to each member of the Alaska Bar in such manner as the 

President deems expedi ti::>us. The President ::ir any member of the 

Alaska Bar may object to any recommendation for reinstatement and 

may do so not later than sixty days after such recommendation has 

been filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Section 17:-~oenas; Evidence. :Each trial committee of 

the Alaska Bar shall have the power to issue subpoenas, includinz 

subpoenas duces tecum, and to cause evidence, including testimony, 

to be ta.ken under oath, and to rule upon the admissibility of such 

evidence according to the rules of evidence in civil cases, in any 

matter of misconduct or reinstatement assigned to the committee 

for investigation and hearing under this rule. Arry member of a 

trial committee is authorized to administer such oath. Witnesses 

commanded by subpoena to appear and give evidence before a trial 

committee shall be paid the same fees and mileage as witnesses sub

poenaed to testify in the superior court. All such subpoenas shall 

be issued in the name of the AJ.asl(a Bar Association and be signed 

by any member of a trial committee. Witnesses may be permitted to 

testii'y by affirmation, rather than under oath, in proper cases. 
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Section 18. R~instatement after Suspension for Nonpayment. 

Whenever any member of the Alaska Bar applies for reinstatement 

after having been suspended for nonpayment of membership dues~ 

the application shall be granted upon the payment of delinquent 

dues and any penalties provided by the bylaws when it appears that 

the applicant's membership dues have not been in.arrears for more 

than two consecutive years. The application shall not otherwise 

be granted unless reinstatement is ordered by the Court. If the 

application in such case petitions the Court for reinstatement 7 the 

petition shall set forth a description of the petitioner's business 

and professional activities during the period of suspension, shall 

state uhether or not such activities have included the practice 

of law and, if so, the particulars in that regard. The petitioner 

shall file a copy of the petition with the President and shall pay 

the full amount of membership dues then in arrears 7 including 

accrued penalties. Thereupon, the President.shall cause an inves

tigation to be made by a trial committee concerning the petitioner's 

business and pro1'ess1onal activities durinz the period of his sus

pension and his eligibility for reinstatement as a member of the 

Alaska Bar. It shall be the duty of the petitioner to appear 

before the committee in person, if requested to d.o so, and to 

ans\'1er oral or written interrogatories relative to his el.ic;ibility 

for reinstatement. ·Failure on his part ·to appear and answer inter-

rogatories, or any concealment or misrepreaentation in that regard, 

shall be grounds for denying the petition. Upon completion of 

such investigation, the committee's report containing its findings 

and recommendations with respect to the petitioner's eligibility 

for reinstatement, and also the recommendations of the President 

with respect thereto, shall be filed by the President With the 

Court. Hearing on the petition for reinstatement shall be deferred 

until such report and .recommendations shall have been filed. · The 
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Dated and signed at ___ ,,...,,,.. _____ , Alaska, tltl.s ----
day of -----------·' 19 __ . 

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 

(b) Notice of Hearing 

STATE.OF AU.SKA 

BEFORE THE Co.LA.SKA BAR ASSOCIATION TRIAL COMMITTEE 
i'.T , /!.LASKA 

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION, 

vs. 

---------------; Respondent. 

Action No. 

NOTICE OF HFJ,RING 

TO the above Respondent: 

You are hereby notified that a complaint against you for mis
conduct has been-:t'Ilecf With the Trial Committee o.f the Alaska Bar 
Association, a copy of which complaint is served herewith. You 
shall .file your verified answer to said complaint w1 thin five (5) 
days from the date of service of this notice upon you. In case 
you default in so answering, the committee shall have such fur
ther proceedings on the complaint as the rules provide. Copies· of 
your answer must be filed with this Trial Corn.::nitteeat 
Alaska, and with the Clerk of the supreme Co.urt. Copie-s-o"""f,.....,..t"'"h_e_. 
answer mlli?t be served on cou.~sel for the Alaska Bar as shown on 
the complaint, and the President of the Alaska Bar. 

Dated and signed at , Alaska, this 
day of ______________ :_-:_-,-1~9..-_-_-_:_-=..-.----

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 
'B'J its Local Trial Committee 
at , Alaska 

Chairrr.an (or Member) 
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peti ti.oner shall be required to reimburse the Alaska Bar for the 

reasonable expenses of the investigation. 

Section 19. De;eosit1ons. The .testimony of any witness may 

be taken by deposition in any matter pending before a trial committee. 

Section 20. Contempt. The neglect or refusal of any person 

without just cause to appear and give evidence as demanded in any 

subpoena issued and served pursuant to this rule 1 or to be sworn 

or to affirm, or to answer any proper question put to him 1 shall 

be a contempt of the Supreme Court and shall be punishable as such 

by any justice thereof. 

Section 21. service. Whenever the service of any notice or 

other paper is required by any section of this rule, such service 

shall be valid if made personally anywhere the recipient may be 

found, or by certified mail, or upon counsel of record in accord

ance with the rules of procedure pertaining to service of papers 

on counsel. 

Section 22. Forms; Complaint, Notice, Answer. The following 

forms are intende~ illustration only. 

(a) 

STATE OF ALA.SKh 

BEFORE THE ALASKA EAR ASSOCIATION TRIAL COMMITTEE 
AT , ALA.SKA 

Alaska Bar Association 

vs. 

--~~----~-------
, Respondent. 

Action No. 

COMPLAINT 

The Alaska Bar Association complains and alleges that the re-
spondent, , a member of the A1aska Bar, is guilty 
of misconduct committed as follows: 

The respondent, at , in the -----,,--~_,,_-Judicial 
District, State of hlaska, on or about the day of , 
19 , did (here state essential facts constituting the~o~f-f_e_n_s_e_ 
charged), contrary to the provisions of f,laska Bar Rule 
Section ~--------
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Answer 

STATE OF ALA.SKA 

BEFORE THE AU.SKA BAR ASSOCIATION TRIAL COMMITTEE 

AI..ASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 

vs. 

AT , AI..ASKA 

) 

~---~--~ 
, Resp::mdent. 

Action No. 

ANSWER 

, Respondent, who resides at 
~--~~~~a~n~a:r-:w~h~o=-=-s=e-a=""""ct=a=r=e=s~s is 

in the City of ---,.~...,.-...,.-~~:--~-·and'~w~h~o-ma~i-n~t~a~i~n~s,_..,h-i~s-p~r~i~n-c~i-p-a-=-1 
office for the practice of law at , answers the 
complaint in the above entitled matter as follows: 

I. 

Admits the following matters charged in the complaint: 

II. 

Denies the f~llowing matters charged in the complaint: 

III. 

Explains or justifies the following matters charged in the 
complaint: 

IV. 

Sets forth new matter and other defenses not previously 
stated as follows: 

WHEREFORE, the respondent prays that the complaint be dismissed. 

Dated and signed at ------' Alaska, this ----day of 

STATE OF AI..ASKA 
DISTRICT -----

ss. 

Respondent 

Attorney for Respondent 

.~----.-...-~· being sw~rn on his oath says: I am the re
sp~ndent namea in and who executed the foregoing Answer; that I 
have read the same, know the contents thereof and believe the state
ments to be t.rue. 
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SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this _ day of _, 19.:__. 

Notary Public for Alaska 

My Commission Expires: ___ _ 

Section 23. Restriction.a on Publlcity. No investigation or 

hearing of any matter of misconduct conducted by a trial committee 

shall be open to the pub.lie, and none of the records or files ::i!' 

any trial committee shall be disclosed to, or examined by, anyone 

other than members of the committee, the Board of Governors, the 

President, counsel employed by the Alaska Bur, the named respondent 

and his counsel, and employees authorized by any o~ the foregoing. 

All papers and the electronic tape on file ~:ith the Supreme Court 

concerning misconduct shall be suppressed by order of the Court 

\·1ithout !'ormal application and shall remain subject to such restric-

tion until the time fixed for hearing thereon in open court. Any 

violation of these restrictions shall be a contempt of the Court 

and punishable as such. Nothins herein shall apply to proceed

ings or papers de~ i·rith petitions for reinstatement. The fore

going restrictions on publicity are for the protection of the mem

ber under investigation and may be waived by him in writing. 

section 24. Amendments. Amendments to any complaint, petition~· 

notice, answer, report, or order may be made at any time prior to 

the final court order. The party affected by the amendment shall 

be &!Ven a reasonable opportunity to meet any new matter presented 

thereby. 

section 25. Construction. Process and procedure under this 

rule shall be as sur.unarJ as may be reasonable. No investigation 

or proceed.in~s hereunder shall be held invalid by reason or any 

nonprejudicial irregularity, nor for any error not resulting L~ a 

miscarriage of justice. The provisions in the various sections 

of this rule shall be liberal1Y construed for the protection of 

the public, the courts and the legal profession, and shall apply 
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to all pending matters of misconduct and reinstatement so rar as 

may be practicable, and to all future matt~s notwithstanding the 

alle~ed misconduct occurred prior to the effective date hereof'. 

To the extent that application of any prJvision of' this rule to 

any pending matter shall not be practicable, the rules in et.feet 

at the time this rule becom.es effective shall c::>ntinue to apply. 

The powers invoked by the various sections of this rule are in 

addition to, and not a substitution for, other powers possessed 

by the courts of this state, and by the Attorney General. J:.11 

proceedings under this rule are declared to possess the character

istics and incidence of the judicial function, including the inci

dence of privilege as to statements made therein. 
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RULE II. 

ADMISSION TO PRACTICE LAW 

Section 1. Application for Admission. Every person desiring to be 

admitted to the Alaska Ear shall execute under oath and file with 

the Secretary of the association his completed application· in dupli

cate, with tvJo complete sets of fingerprints and two 2" x 3" photo

graphs showing a front view of head and shoulders and in such form 

as may be required by the Boar~ of Governors. No application shall 

be granted unless the applicant is at the time of filing thereof a 

citizen of the United States over twenty-one (21) years of age, a 

graduate of a law school approved by the American Bar Association, 

or an attorney in good standing in the bar of another state or terri

tory, and has been a resident of the state for at least sixty days 

before the date of application for admission by examination or by 

reciprocity. The date for the examination for admission or the date 

for certification by the Board that the person be admitted by reci

procity shall be at least ninety days after the application is made. 

Additional proof of any fact stated in the application may be re

quired .by the Board. In the event of the failure or ref'usal or an 

applicant to furnish any information or proof', or to answer any 

interrogatory of the Board pertinent to the pending application, the 

Board may deny the application. The form of.application shall be 

provided by the Board and the contents thereof may be such as the 

Board maY. direct from time to time. 

Section 2. Attorney Applicants. To be certified as an attorney 

applicant for admission to practice law in Alaska, a person shall: 

(a) File an application as required by section 1 and pay 

the fees required by law. (Section 17 of proposed new Bar Act). 

(b) Comply with the citizenship, age and residence require

ments set forth in section 1. 
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( (c) Have been admitted to practice 1n another state, terri

tory, or the District of Columbia, where the requirements for admis

sion are substantially equivalent to those of Alaska. The applicant 

shall submit with his application a certificate from the clerk or 

other officer of the highest court of record of such state,terri

tory, or the District of Columbia, in which he has previously been 

admitted, or from the clerk of the court of such state, territory, 

or District, by which attorneys are admitted, under the seal of the 

court showing that the applicant has been admitted to,and·is entitled 

to practice in such state, territory, or District, and the date of 

his admission. 

(d) Submit with his application satisfactory evidence that 

he has been actively engaged in the practice of law in such state,, 

District, or territory, or has held a judicial position therein, or 

has been engaged 1n the teaching of law in an approved law school 

therein, and is at the time of filing his application, a member in 

good standirrg'-nr-t'he bar of such state, District, or Territory. 

{e) Be of good moral character. With his application, the 

applicant shall submit a certificate from the.chief justice ·or other 

member of the highest court of the state, territory, or District, 1n 

which he has previously been admitted to practice, under the seal of 

the court, certifying that the applicant is in good standing at the 

bar of the court and is an honorable and worthy member of "the pro

fession", and if the applicant comes from a place where the:t-e is a 

local bar association, he shall also submit a recommendation from 

the president and secretary of such association. If either of these 

certificates cannot be procured because of lack of acquaintance or 

lack of existence of a local bar association, then the applicant may 

present in lieu thereof a certificate of the judge of the highest 

court of record in the county or counties in which such applicant 

was so engaged in practice or was holding such judicial or teaching 

position, and recommendatbns from at least three members of the 
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local bar of the county where he last practiced. If', for sufficient 

reason, the applicant cannot obtain any of the recommendations re-

quired, the Board of Governors may accept·other satisfactory proof 

of his character and reputation. The certificates required by 

this subdivision of this section shall not be conclusive upon the 

Board on the question of the moral or ethical fitness of the appli

cant. The Board shall cause an investigation to be made as to the 

fitness and character of such applicant and his record for profession

al conduct. If, upon a proper consideration of all the evidence in 

respect thereto, the Board is of the opinion that the applicant does 

not possess such moral and ethical qualifications, or such character 

and reputation as is consistent with the standards of the profes

sion, the application shall be rejected. 

(f) If the attorney applicant has (1] passed a state bar 

examination, (2) engaged in the active practice of law for at least 

five out of the previous six years before filing the application, 

excluding time sp-ent ±n the military service of the United States, 

[3] is a graduate of a law school accredited by the American Bar 

Association, or is a graduate of any accredited law school if he· has 

been engaged in the active practice of law for at least ten years, 

and [4] meets the character requirements established by the Board, 

such applicant need not take an examinat1:on, provided he also satis

fies the requirements of the foregoing subsections of this section. 

(g) Unless exempt therefrom under the preceding subsection, 

the applicant must have passed an examination as prescribed in sec

tion 6 of this rule. 

Section 3. Attorney Applicants; Fees. Fees for furnishing forms and 

for processing applications shall be established from time to time 

by the Board and shall be paid, together with the annual membership 

fee required of active members of the Alaska Bar, prior to processing 

an application. 

Section 4. Examinations; Time and Place. Examinations for admission 

to be Bar shall be conducted at such times and places as the Board 
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of Governors may designate. 

Section 5. Examinations; Contents. The scope and contents or exami-

nations for admission by general applicants, as well as attorney 

applicants, shall be determined by the Board from time to time. 

Section 6. Examinations; How Conducted. Examinations shall be con-

ducted by or under the direction of the Board. For the purpose of 

conducting examinations, the Board shall appoint a committee of three 

or more active members of the Alaska Ear, and this committee shall 

be known as the Committee of Law Examiners. The Board shall furnish 

to this committee such clerical and other assistance as is deemed 

necessary. The Secretary of the Alaska Bar shall certify to this 

committee 0n- at' prior to seven days preceding the morning of the 

first day of each examination the names of the persons whose applica

tions for examination ti.ave been approved by a majority of the Board. 

The Committee of Law Examiners shall have charge of the conduct of 

the examination .an~ll, as soon as practicable after the completion 

thereof, certify to the Board the names of the persons who have been 

successful and the names of those who have been unsuccessful 1n the 

taking of such.examination and the grades assigned to each. 

Section 7. Examinations; Certification of Results; Admission; Oath; 

Payment of Membership Fees. The Board of Governors, upon receipt 

of the names certified by the Committee of Law Examiners, shall certify 

the successful applicants to the Supreme Court. Upon receiving the 

certificatio~, unless objection is raised within five days, the Court 

will make an order admitting the applicant as an attorney at law in 

all of the courts of the state. A certificate of admission shall 

thereupon be given to the applicant by the Clerk of the Court. If 

an objection is raised, the sufficiency of the objection shall be 

determined by the Court within thirty days. 

If the Court shall order the admission of the applicant,the 

applican~ shall take the follm·1ing oath before the Court or a justice 

thereof: 
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I do solemnly swear: 

I am a citizen of the United States, and owe my 
allegiance .thereto. 

I will support the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America and the laws of the State of Alaska. 

I will abide by the Canons of Professional Ethics 
approved by the American Bar Association, and the 
rules of the Alaska Bar. 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice 
and judicial officers. 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding 
which shall appear to me to be ill-founded, or any 
defense except such as I honestly believe to be de
batable under the laws of the land, unless it be in 
defense of a person charged with a public offense. 
I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the 
causes confided to me such means only as are con
sistent with truth ·and honor, end will never seek to 
mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false 
statement of fact or law. 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate 
the secrets of my client, and will accept no compen
sation in connection with his business except from 
him or with his kno\dedge and approval. 

I will abstain from all offensive personality, and 
advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or reputa
tion oYa.-pa?ty or witness unless required by the 
justice of the cause with which I am charged. 

I will never reject from any consideration personal 
to myself, the cause with which I am charged. 

I will never reject from any consideration personal 
to myself, the cause of the defenseless or oppressed, 
or delay any man's cause for lucre or malice. 

I am not now, and will not hereafter become a member 
of any party or organiza~ion having for its purpose 
or object the overthrow of the United States Govern
ment by force or violence, or the advocacy thereof. 

So help me God. 

This oath shall thereupon be reduced to writing, subscribed 

before the Court before whom it is taken in duplicate. One copy 

shall be filed with the Court and one copy shall be forwarded to the 

Secretary of the Alaska Bar. The applic~nt shall pay the membership 

fee, if any, required of new members of the Alaska Bar for the cur

rent year, and shall thereupon be enrolled as an active member of 
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that association, and upon such enrollment shall be entitled to 
() . 

practice law in this state. 

Section 8. Examination; Failure. Any applicant who has failed to 

pass an examination shall be promptly notified by the Secretary. 

Any applicant who has taken the examination three times and failed 

shall not be permitted to take another examination except by special 

permission of the Board of Governors. The same application fee shall 

be charged for each additional examination. 

Section 9. Special Investigations. The Board may refer any appli

cation to any existing committee of the Alaska Bar or to a special 

committee for the purpose of investigating and making recommendations 

on any matter in connection with said application. Any applicant 

may be required to appear before the Board or any committee of the 

Alaska Bar upon reasonable notice and submit to an examination 

touching any matters deemed by the Board relevant to a proper con

sideration of the pending application. 

Section 10. Amerlament' of Rules. Proposals for amendment or abro

gation of the Rules of the Alaska Bar respecting admission may be 

presented to the Supreme Court by petition of the Beard of Governors 

or by a resolution of the Alas~a Bar approved by a vote of a majority 

of the members present at a meeting of the Association. 

Section 11. Effective date of Rules. These Rules shall take eff'ect 

on ________ , 1965. 
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that association, and upon such enrollment shall be entitled to 

practice law in this state. 

Section 8. Examination; Failure. Any applicant who has failed to 

pass an examination shall be promptly notified by the Secretary. 

Any applicant who has taken the examination three times and failed 

shall not be permitted to take another examination except by special 

permission of the Board of Governors. The same application fee shall 

be charged for each additional examination. 

Section 9. Special Investigations. The Boa~d may refer any appli-

cation to any existing committee of the Alaska Bar or to a special 

committee for the purpose of investigating and making recommendations 

on any matter in connection with said application. Any applicant 

may be required to appear before the Board or any committee of the 

Alaska Bar upon reasonable notice and submit to an examination 

touching any matters deemed by the Board relevant to a proper con

sideration of the pending application. 

Section 10. Amendment of Rules. Proposals for amendment or abro

gation of the Rules of the Alaska Bar respecting admission may be 

presented to the Supreme Court by petition of the Board of Governors 

or by a resolution of the Alaska Bar approved by a vote of a majority 

of the members present at a meeting of the Association. 

Section 11. Effective date of Rules. These Rules shall take effect 

on -----------·' 1965. 

-26-


